
**December 20, 2020 Meditation 1:  “Faith’s Mysterious Revelations”  

Scripture Lesson 1:  Luke 1:26-38 
Luke 1:26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to 
him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to 
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

So it begins – our recounting of the story of the birth of Jesus.  The 

announcement from the angel Gabriel, telling this young woman that something 

remarkable was going to happen.  This the beginning of the happening that 

initiated a profound change in the way we think about God, experience God, 

accompany God, and live into God’s will -- and it all began with a simple “yes” to 

God. 

 Or, perhaps, not so simple.  For into that scene of long ago we must put all 

the particular, specific, contextual realities of Mary’s response.  This was, of 

course, a time when women held no real power or claimed no significance in the 

eyes of society, let alone a teenager from an area not reknown for divine 

intervention.  Almost certainly, she was not educated as we think of being 

educated these days; her greatest hopes were probably to marry well and serve 

her husband in the traditional manner, bearing forth sons to retain her husband’s 

lineage; any daughters would hold the greatest promise if they, too, married well.  

Men didn’t travel much back then, and often worked in or near the town of their 

upbringing, most likely pursuing a trade handed down by their fathers – this was 

to be the lot of Mary’s fiancé, and thus set the stage for both her location and 

manner of life – to be the wife of a carpenter.  It may sound to us today like this 

was an oppressive, unequal, and even unjust scenario for a teenage girl, but back 

then it was probably seen as a pretty good package deal, all wrapped up with a 

future of relative stability, security, and peace – at least as much as could be 

hoped for in a nation ruled by an oppressive regime.  I have a feeling that the 

angel Gabriel found Mary fairly content at the prospect of her future life with 

Joseph, that it was the most that could be hoped for in her present situation. 



 And then, the angel spoke, and all that Mary had been dwelling upon was 

profoundly interrupted.  Gabriel essentially told Mary her life was not to be as 

she had envisioned; God had another plan.  Then, Mary reveals something that 

makes her stand out in great significance as a model for faith – and it is not that 

she automatically jumps into willing participation as God’s conduit of grace for the 

world.  She asks a question, a single question, an incredibly important question, one 

born of innocence and surprise, a question that comes forth whenever a person is 

caught off guard with the profoundly unexpected: 

 “HOW CAN THIS BE?” 

 This is precisely where our own experiences of life can intersect with 

Mary’s, for don’t we find ourselves asking that question regularly as things we 

never expected to come into our lives do, indeed, interrupt us in the most 

profound ways? 

 How many interruptions have we had this year?  Interruptions from the way 

we thought things would be, how we hoped things would be?  A pandemic has our 

world upended; shortages of toilet paper and tempers; a political season beyond 

belief; hypocrisy and power agendas front and center; black lives still not 

mattering as much as white lives; even in our church, we’ve had our in-person 

worship going fully online; Zoom is no longer an adjective denoting speed but a 

heavily-depended-upon platform for conducting committee business and carrying 

out our mission; interruption after interruption after interruption -- would anyone 

of us have predicted that this is where we’d be a year ago? 

 And here is where we are given the opportunity to identify with Mary, as she 

faced her profound interruption, and it is precisely in one question:  how do we 

sense God is at work in the middle of the unexpected?  Now, it is true that Mary 

received a clarity from the angel that we are not fortunate to have, but the 

question remains valid for all of life’s unexpected interruptions, all of the new and 

challenging and perplexing experiences of this existence – namely, that God is 

revealing something that the attentive will benefit from, and that the world needs 

to know. 

 The pandemic has revealed to us the fragility of our biological frames, the 

obvious interdependence we have with each other, and yet has brought to light 

the tendency for many to forget, ignore, or avoid these truths for the sake of 

self-interest and a skewed sense of what true freedom means.  Perhaps God is 

revealing a truth we need to know about ourselves? 



 Our political season has revealed levels of hypocrisy and immaturity at the 

highest levels of leadership; ugly rhetoric and hateful generalizations that make it 

clear the goal is not truth but winning; and a growing sense that we are much more 

divided than we’ve ever been as a people.   Perhaps God is revealing a truth we 

need to know about our country? 

 Our world events have revealed continued and growing climate change 

realities that are getting harder to ignore or dismiss; international tensions within 

the global community grow with election interference, trade wars, and economic 

imbalances; the poor keep growing more numerous and poorer and the wealthy 

keep growing fewer and much, much, much wealthier; civility is rare, even moreso 

is effective cooperation between nations.  Perhaps God is revealing a truth we 

need to know about our world? 

 As it is today, so was it in Mary’s time; there was much the world needed to 

know regarding both the state of a world in need, and the future God had in mind 

for that world.  The beginning was the revelation we heard today – spoken to Mary 

by the angel Gabriel, spoken to a world in desperate need of an interruption of 

hope.  God was in the midst of interrupting a world gone awry; God is always in the 

midst of our worlds going awry; but God has revealed conclusively in Christ that 

God never leaves things well enough alone, especially when they are not well 

enough on their own.   

 

**December 20, 2020 Meditation 2:  “Faith’s Magnification Levels” 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Luke 1:46b-55 
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked 
with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from 
generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 
descendants forever.” 
 

 My wife, son, and I have been eating a lot of take out these days, perhaps 

like many people; one of our most often ordered types of food is Asian take-out 

-- Chinese or Vietnamese restaurants topping the list.  The food is great; but I 

have to admit I really like the conclusion of each meal, which, of course, 

involves opening a fortune cookie.  I love reading the predictions of fame, 

fortune, blessing, or luck which is always guaranteed to make one wonder if life 



will actually be filled with such goodness in the future.  Those fortunes, in 

short, “tease out” some of our greatest hopes. 

 Imagine with me, if you will, an angel appearing to you personally, 

pronouncing something absolutely unbelievable in the form of a fortune cookie 

prediction: 

 “This year,” says the angel, “you will win the lottery.” 

 “In the future,” says the angel, “you will be able to heal people with a 

touch of your hand.” 

 “Someday,” says the angel, “you will be the president of a billion-dollar 

industry.” 

 “Not long from now,” says the angel, “you will discover that your worst 

enemy has become your best friend.” 

 “This Christmas,” says the angel, “you will receive the motorcycle of your 

dreams.” 

 Now, wouldn’t that be nice?  Especially the motorcycle one (hint, hint, to 

my wife Terri…..).  And, let’s be honest – who of us haven’t thought such 

thoughts before?  It’s why fortune cookies are so popular – they play upon what 

most people hope for.  Wishing things could be a certain way; hoping for certain 

blessings to happen; wanting the news about the future to always be good…. 

Who doesn’t wish for these things?  Now, add to this mindframe another 

dimension, another aspect, one that ties such hopes to our faith?  What if 

those things were predicted by God’s decree? 

Before you think that I am into what might be called “fortune cookie 

theology,” it is interesting to think about how life might change if we were 

visited by an angel, giving us unexpected but delightful news about our 

promising future.  But that would be more like a genie in a bottle granting our 

wishes than an angel from God announcing world-shaking news.  And there is a 

great difference between the two. 

Mary stands in what might be thought of as the enviable position of 

receiving God’s favor – but of course that favor is more about God’s will than 

Mary’s personal desire.  Yet, as people of faith, we know we are all called to 

stand in the position Mary does, in terms of seeking God’s favor, of seeking 

God’s will for our lives and for the world around us.  For it is only as we heed 

our creator’s intention for our lives that we become fully alive; it is only as we 

heed our creator’s desire for the world that we live in the world fully. 



In other words, it is only as we magnify God’s reality that we ourselves are 

made real. 

What a simple but incredibly powerful statement of faith Mary gives us 

today, when she says “My soul magnifies the Lord.”  What is the process of 

magnification but the clarification and emphasis of the eye’s focal subject?  

Likewise, it is a powerful understanding of faith that it strives to bring into 

greater focus the reality of God to a blind world.  Mary had this ability, as do 

we all, but she activated it in a most unlikely time as a divine choice the world 

would not have made.  But perhaps that’s the point of magnification in general – 

to draw to light what would otherwise remain hidden yet what desperately 

needs to be seen?  

 Perhaps all true faith begins with this kind of response to God, a willingness 

to be used beyond ourselves for the sake of God’s magnification to the world.  

Perhaps this is the main point of Mary’s faith, able to respond to this visitation by 

a celestial being, unexpected and confusing, but of God, and that is enough.  

Perhaps there are angels visiting us even today, possibly disguised as family 

members or friends or strangers, possibly disguised as enemies or antagonists or 

challengers to our normal routines and ways of thinking – and the main operative 

of our faith is to be attentive to the possibility God might be saying something to 

us that we don’t want to hear, that we didn’t ask for, yet recognize it is a 

message, a revelation, a truth that we need in our lives and in our world.  And it is 

our response to that revelation that determines the integrity of our faith. 

Thomas R. Kelly is a member of the Quaker tradition; he wrote a book 

entitled “A Testament of Devotion” which is considered a classic.  In that book 

he says something profound about how God meets us in the world:  he says “God 

speaks within you and me to our truest selves, in our truest moments, and 

disquiets us with the world’s needs. By inner persuasions God draws us to a few 

very definite tasks, our tasks, God’s burdened heart particularizing his burdens 

in us.   [It is] through the world’s needs—our community’s needs, our neighbor’s 

needs, our family’s needs—that an angel shows up and invites.  And through 

our yes, God’s own burdened heart of love takes flesh in the world once again.  

 

All things are possible with God, the angel told Mary.  All things are possible 

with God, the angels tell us today.  And it is our own response of a yes to the 

divine summons of this moment that helps each one of us, today, here and now, 

to magnify the Lord. 



 


