
Meditation 1:  “God’s Obsession” – 11-22-20 

Scripture Lesson 1:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
11For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek 

out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them 

from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring 

them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I 

will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I 

will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall 

lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be 

the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will 

bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 

strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 

you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 

between sheep and sheep. 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 

he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 

prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

 

 Are you familiar with the saying, “where there’s a will, there’s a way?”  This 

cliché is being tested in these days like rarely seen before, in that we are all 

having to figure out how to do many things differently in this season of pandemic.   

 Well, I’ve been operating on this wavelength for some time now, as the 

holiday season approaches us, and we find ourselves needing to do something which 

goes against our human nature – to not gather together in close proximity in large 

groups, such as our family system.  We know the regimen we are in the middle of 

right now – wash hands, wear masks, clean surfaces, distance ourselves from each 

other when we do have to leave our homes – but overall, the message is loud and 

clear – AVOID LARGE GATHERINGS.  And if my family with all the extensions 

tried to get together as we have in the past…..well, let’s just say we would easily 

exceed the parameters for a Covid-safe event. 

 But sometimes I amaze myself at my brilliance, for when approached as an 

engineering problem, I sense a workable solution to this safety issue.  In a word, I 

have discovered that you can buy a family assortment of hazmat suits!  

 Let me present to you the Thanksgiving Edition of the Ansell #68-6000, 

Level A, Rear Entry Encapsulated suit.  It has all the features which minimize 

long-duration exposure to viral transference likelihood, while maximizing both 

conversational clarity and festive meal consumption.  This is a  Chemical 

Coextruded Multi Layer Barrier Laminate, with an Ankle Style Open corporeal 

enclosure system with a Cuff Style Bayonett Ring System; the Seam Style is 

UltraSonically Welded and taped, which meets Standards EN388, ASTM/ANSI; 



it has been specially modified for consumption of large meals, such as turkey with 

all the trimmings; there’s even a straw from which to drink eggnog or cider; and 

last but not least, it comes in the color “Pumpkin pie.” 

 Isn’t this a great idea?  Or, does pastor John thinketh too much? 

 I know – I thinketh too much (and, no, there is no such things as 

Thanksgiving Edition hazmat suits……….YET!).  But I don’t think I am alone.  One of 

the reasons our country is spiking so very high with this virus is that WE LONG 

SO MUCH TO BE TOGETHER.  We are social creatures; we need the activity of 

interaction and conversation and touch; we miss terribly our lacking proximity to 

each other; another cliché is perhaps becoming more relevant every day that we 

cannot meet face to face – “absence makes the heart grow fonder.”  But these 

days are a living paradox; we know it is our actually coming together that is 

spreading the virus and harming those whom we love, or who are loved by others.  

And as we watch the death count rise, we see how much we risk as we don’t stay 

away.  

 It is a powerful drive, this need to be together.  It’s what makes love real; 

it’s what helps us know who we are; it’s how we make sense of our lives.  And when 

we don’t have the luxury of each other’s company, we perhaps are made most 

aware of how interdependent we are, and how we struggle to feel complete 

without regular, meaningful human interaction. 

 Could the same be said of God, and God’s attitude toward us?  It would seem 

likely that this is the background from which God is speaking today in our 

scripture passage from Ezekiel.  It’s almost as if God needs us to know he will look 

out for us in all the things that we face, and will go to extremes to keep us safe.  

Almost as if……………..God needs us?  

 I have stumbled upon a huge theological issue with that statement, for the 

question is rightly raised, DOES GOD NEED ANYTHING?  The creator of all 

things, the designer of the cosmos, the provider of all substance, the sustainer of 

all life, and the one who is the expression of all meaning – does God need anything?  

More to the point, does God need anything……………from us?   

 I’m not sure that we are used to thinking about the way that this scripture 

describes God’s attention to us, but it is pretty clear that the author is saying 

something we desperately need to hear, and it is this:  God is somewhat obsessed 

with us.  Obsessed in the ways of love, to give and to receive. 

 Listen to how the passage puts it, when we consider that we, as people of 

faith, as ones who have not only let God into our lives but pursue God ourselves – 



listen to how God approaches us:  God searches for us and seeks us out; God 

rescues us from darkness and disorder; God will take us where we need to go; God 

will feed us abundantly, give us rest, guides us, redeem us, heal us, strengthen us, 

protect us, and save us. 

 This is not the language used by a distant divinity, but a devoted parent or 

an intimate caretaker, obsessed or at least preoccupied with the objects of his 

love, which is us!  So strong is this language that it is perhaps obvious that God 

needs us, as a parent needs their child, as a friend needs a friend, as a spouse 

needs their partner – as a way to make life more complete.  For isn’t it always 

true, that authentic love always needs at least two?   

 Thomas Merton, the famous trappist monk, writer, and social activist, put 

God’s obsession with us -- or at least God’s preoccupation with us --this way:  

 

“The person who is not afraid to admit everything that he sees to be wrong with 

himself, and yet recognizes that he may be the object of God's love precisely 

because of his shortcomings, can begin to be sincere. His sincerity is based on 

confidence, not in his own illusions about himself, but in the endless, unfailing 

mercy of God.”  --Thomas Merton, No Man Is an Island   

 

It is perhaps only when we realize just how preoccupied God is in loving us that we 

are freed to love fully in return. 

 

Meditation 2:  “Our Obsessions” – 11-22-20 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Matthew 25:31-46 
31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 

glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 

the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 

naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 

naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the 

king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 

you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 

did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trappists
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https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/169157


 

 A recent study revealed that the typical human capacity for paying full 

attention to online business meetings is precisely 10.7 Zoom meetings per week, or 

a little more than two such meetings per day.  I have often exceeded these 

parameters, as I’m certain you have.  This week, I exceeded the weekly limit by 

six.  Now, it’s not exactly that I keep count of all my zoom meetings – but it is 

precisely because I log them in my calendar – that I can recognize that this was a 

bit more of a taxing week to me than others, for I was on 16 different online 

meetings this week where I was involved as a leader or participant.  And yes, more 

than once, all that activity made me rather dizzy. 

 But I wanted to tell you about one particular meeting, involving a community 

group where I was one of around 20 persons who attended.  This was one of those 

meetings which I did not lead, which means I fully intended to be a “fly on the 

wall” – that is, I had expected to take in what was going on, which was very 

important, but I did not anticipate myself doing any speaking or direct interaction.  

So I found myself entering the meeting, pad of paper in hand, speaker volume up, 

microphone off, ready to go. 

 The meeting went on well past the first hour; my office was pretty warm; I 

was working on a cup of tea; it was snowing outside; there was no one else in the 

church; I was sitting in my very comfortable chair; they were talking about things 

I have heard many times before; it was shortly after lunch – can you tell where 

I’m going with this?  I’m describing the perfectly inevitable scenario of a nap!  

Well, perhaps not an actual nap, but I found myself drifting off a bit, not paying 

close attention, missing words here or there………………….until something happened.  

The leader of the meeting spoke a terrifying sentence.  In the middle of my 

somewhat nebulous state, he asked, “John, what do you think?” 

 There are many forms of terror possible in this life, but none so jolting as to 

be caught completely unaware of what’s going on, and to find out you are instantly 

a key player!   Needless to say, I became instantly awake, grasping for any bits 

and pieces of the conversation immediately preceding my shocking arousal – but I 

couldn’t think of anything.  I began talking, but remembered my microphone was 

muted, so as I went to unmute myself, I fell back on the standard default in such 

times………..I thought about what this group was about, I thought about what our 

overall purpose was in this meeting, and put together a generalized but truthful 

response about what I thought about our work. 

 An amazing thing then happened – I realized quickly that I was not lost, that 

I had a response, and it was not only understandable, but relevant!  I mentioned 



some of the work my church was doing along the lines of this community outreach, 

and was completely relieved that the leader said to me, “That’s very helpful, John; 

it’s really good to have such a solid example of what we are talking about.”  I hope 

I muted my microphone at that point, for it was then that I let out a hugely 

audible sigh of relief! 

 OK, OK, I am dramatizing this a bit, but it was true that I was caught 

somewhat off guard, and that I had a moment of terror when I wasn’t completely 

aware of what was being asked of me – but I HAD INSTANT RELIEF WHEN I 

FELL BACK TO THE DEFAULT OF MY CHURCH’S FAITHFUL ACTION.  It 

reminded me of the truth that empowers the life of faith – that if one is doing 

what one believes in, there is peace in the heart and clarity in the mind that can 

be had in no other way. 

 I think this is what Jesus was getting at when he shared the parable of our 

scripture lesson today.  There are sheep and there are goats; both belong to the 

master.  The sheep do what the master desires; the goats do not.  But both sheep 

and goats are unaware that what they are doing is attributed as a direct interface  

with the master.  AS THEY TREAT OTHERS, SO THEY TREAT CHRIST.  And 

Jesus makes it very clear – we are justified, or not, by what we ACTUALLY DO 

for others. 

 It is not works righteousness that we are talking about here, but the very 

definition of righteousness in and of itself – the faith that believes but does not 

act on that belief is a faith in name only.  And human words do not equate to life.  

Words are needed for life, it is true; but they are not the same as life.  It is what 

the words lead to that determines authenticity; it is what we say we believe and 

do out of that believe that makes our faith valid.  This is always the default of 

true faith – doing what one believes. 

 This applies to our individual lives, as if we are each either a sheep or a goat; 

but the parable makes it clear that this is also an issue of our corporate governing 

principles as a civilized species.  The parable says “All the nations will be gathered 

before him” in this process of separating out the righteous from the unrighteous.  

How interesting – we as individuals are likened to sheep or goats, and we as 

nations are likened to sheep or goats!   Or, to be more precise – Jesus is making it 

clear that how we govern ourselves is of great interest to God!  How we operate 

on this earth as civilized beings matters in the light of God’s priorities for all of 

humanity – and nations shall be judged.  The criteria for both individuals and 

nations include how we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the 



sick, and those in prison – in other words, how we, both individually and nationally, 

treat the “least of these” in real time, in real space.  God will hold us each 

accountable; but God will cast the same assessment towards the nations of the 

world as well.  This is why elections are so very important; this is why we vote; 

this is why legislation matters; this is why we write letters and hold rallies and 

speak out and create petitions as both citizens of this country and people of 

faith:  what our government does, or fails to do, matters in the eyes of God.   

 Martin Luther King Jr. said, “Any religion which professes to be concerned 

with the souls of people, but is not concerned with the slums that damn them, 

the economic conditions that cripple them—such a religion is dry-as-dust.”  If 

our faith is in the Christ who prioritized the least of these, then it rests upon 

how we address the least of these to validate that faith. Faith is living what is 

believed – or it is nothing at all. 

 
 

 


