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Much like the advice from Mr. Rogers to “look for the helpers” in times of trouble, I have 

thought this week that it is important to look for the beauty in these times of death and illness.  

Over a lifetime all of us experience the wonder and beauty of life, as well as, the darkness and 

sorrow. Yet, we have some choice on which side of the equation we will focus. 

During this week I have seen the destructive power of thunder and hail storms, as well as, the 

simple majesty of a fresh flower moving from bud to full bloom. We do not often think of beauty 

as a theological category, but as some theologians have pointed out, the creation of beauty tells 

us much about God. What if we pondered beauty, joy and harmony as important to God, as much 

as we consider sin, suffering and repentance? All are important categories for our understanding 

of faith but I find the latter set promoted much more than the former. 

What if during this pandemic we looked for the beauty in our lives and in our world?  

Beauty surrounds us in the trees moving from bare branches to bundles of green leaves. Beauty 

surrounds us as azaleas burst forth in bountiful blossoms of color and roses bud and open to full 

flower in shades of red and pink, yellow and orange. The beauty erupts around us under the 

influence of the sun and the rain. Beauty strikes when the melody of an uplifting song fills our 

ears and hearts. 

Beauty surrounds us in the smile of a neighbor from a distance or the voice of one calling to 

connect with us. Beauty even surrounds us when we comfort one we know who is experiencing 

sadness and loss in these days of physical distancing and reports of an ever increasing death toll. 

Beauty comes in the forms of homemade goodies and hand lettered cards or the handiwork of a 

child dashing color on a paper. 

God blesses us with eyes and hearts tuned to beauty. God creates us and places us in the midst of 

a beautiful garden the ancient wisdom writers tell us. Reading the opening chapter of Genesis we 

find God creating light and dark, land and water, day and night and declaring that all of it is 

good. Then, creating humans, in the own divine likeness suggests that we too have within us the 

ability to create goodness and beauty and it is very good!  

What if we focus on looking for the beauty? 

What if we celebrate the beauty God offers us? 

Even more, what if we were those people striving to create beauty in our life and in this 

distanced-life with our neighbors? 

Lord of all to thee we raise, this our prayer to follow your ways. 
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