
November 8, 2020 

Meditation 1:  “Faith’s Horizon Perspective”  

Scripture Lesson 1: I Thessalonians 4:13-18  
13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the 

Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend 

from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 

clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore 

encourage one another with these words. 

  

 I think many people would agree that we have a lot to grieve these days.  

There are over one and quarter million deaths worldwide due to the 

Coronavirus, with a quarter of them -- 230,000 – happening in our country alone; 

we just went through a very painful and worrisome election season with threats 

and hostility and nonsense spoken at the highest levels of our government—and 

the ugliness isn’t over yet; there’s a growing onslaught against many things we 

thought were understood as true and virtuous, such as science and common 

sense and basic civility; there remains a continued disparity over how people 

who are supposed to be looked upon as equal are treated differently because of 

their skin color, religion, gender, or culture; we have a confusion over who we 

thought we were as Americans verses what recent events expose.  Though the 

election is over, and many of us are greatly relieved, it is obvious that our 

country has a lot of work ahead. 

 And then there are things to grieve closer to home – not being able to 

gather together in person in this place or in the many ways we had grown 

accustomed to – classes, committee meetings (come on, admit it; some of us 

even miss committee meetings in person!  I know I do……), youth group, Sunday 

School, fellowship hall dinners, community functions…….  We grieve that many of 

our summer vacation plans were canceled; we grieve that we’ve not been able to 

go out to eat or shopping or bowling or to the movies as we once did.  More 

significantly, we grieve that there isn’t more promising progress along the lines 

of full inclusion for our LGBTQ community members; we grieve that we continue 

to prioritize guns and money more than each other; we grieve that family 

members argue, that neighbors can’t get along, that our denomination is 

conflicted…..sometimes it seems that even the weather doesn’t want to 

cooperate with us at times (like this morning!).  

 



 It may seem that our scripture lesson is saying that we shouldn’t grieve, 

that we shouldn’t be affected in these ways, with the gravity of wrongness in 

our world causing us to become spiritually depressed.  But I think the counsel of 

Paul is precisely the opposite.  The text does not say “do not grieve.”  It says 

“Do not grieve as those who have no hope.”  There’s a big difference.   For often, 

in order for hope to move into reality, it takes the motivation of a stronger 

vision of the way things should be to guide our efforts.  It is what I like to call 

“the horizon perspective” that faith invites us to keep front and center all the 

days of our lives, especially when things are dark. 

 What is a “horizon perspective,” you ask?  I’m glad you asked, although it’s 

probably pretty obvious – in order to navigate any particularly difficult 

topography, one must have a vision of what one is heading towards.  Notice, I 

said “vision” not “view,” and I did so deliberately, for it is usually impossible to 

have a perfect view of lies ahead; but we must keep in mind we are people not 

limited to the perspective of either the eye or the understanding; we are 

people of inner vision that can see far beyond the confines of human experience 

and understanding.  In other words, we are people of faith.  Faith is shaped by 

an inner vision of what we are heading for which is not dependent upon nor 

derived from what happens here in real time and real space; our inner vision 

sees much more, and what it sees enables us to live lives shaped far beyond our 

present surroundings. 

  I’m not sure if there is a proverb along these lines, but if there isn’t, 

there should be -- “If you can’t imagine the tree in your mind, you’ll never plant 

its seed.”  In other words, it is the vision of the future that keeps hope alive; it 

is our orientation to what tomorrow will bring that does two things – our future 

orientation keeps us steady in uneven times, and our future orientation helps 

identify the things worth investing ourselves in to bring about hope’s final 

realization. 

 I would like to leave you with the words of Howard Thurman, who spoke 

about this hope as the growing edge we have as people of faith:  “Look well to 

the growing edge. All around us worlds are dying and new worlds are being born; all 

around us life is dying and life is being born. The fruit ripens on the tree, the 

roots are silently at work in the darkness of the earth against a time when there 

shall be new leaves, fresh blossoms, green fruit. Such is the growing edge! It is 

the extra breath from the exhausted lung, the one more thing to try when all else 

has failed, the upward reach of life when weariness closes in upon all endeavor. 



This is the basis of hope in moments of despair, the incentive to carry on when 

times are out of joint and men have lost their reason, the source of confidence 

when worlds crash and dreams whiten into ash. The birth of the child — life’s 

most dramatic answer to death — this is the growing edge incarnate. Look well to 

the growing edge! 

—Howard Thurman, The Growing Edge (Friends United Press, 2014). 

 

Meditation 2:  “Faith’s Other Definition” (attentiveness) 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Matthew 25:1-13 
25“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 

with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 

drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then 

all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for 

our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go 

to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who 

were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came 

also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, 

for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 

 I came across what I thought was an interesting list on the internet 

recently; it listed the top 38 titles of “for Dummies” books.  You know those 

kinds of books that are supposed to help people dive into subjects or skills or 

knowledge or what have you that they feel less than proficient in?  I thought 

the list was interesting, and wanted to share with you some of the more 

interesting titles: 

 

Acne for Dummies 

Answering Tough Interview Questions for Dummies 

Atheism for Dummies 

Beagles for Dummies 

Become More Mindful for Dummies 

Conspiracy Theories & Secret Societies for Dummies 

Doing Business in India for Dummies 

eBay for Seniors for Dummies 

Existentialism for Dummies 

Family Reunion Planning Kit for Dummies 

Ferrets for Dummies 

Gardening with Free-Range Chickens for Dummies 



Green Smoothies for Dummies 

Hacking for Dummies 

Happiness for Dummies 

How to Fix Everything for Dummies 

I.T. Disaster Recovery Planning for Dummies 

Raising Smart Kids for Dummies 

Ancient Israel Weddings for Dummies 

 No, there really isn’t such a book called “Ancient Israel Weddings for 

Dummies” out there, but the parable told by Jesus in today’s scripture might 

have us think that the five foolish bridesmaids were just that – that they were 

dummies when it came to weddings.  For everyone knew in that day and age that 

weddings were a pretty regulated affair – and everything depended upon being 

prepared.  They could have benefited from the book “Ancient Israel Weddings 

for Dummies,” if it existed. 

 I would like to challenge this notion, however, that the main point of the 

foolishness of the five bridesmaids was that they were dummies or somehow 

not thinking clearly regarding the oil; I think the type of foolishness was not 

their lack of intelligence or necessarily their lack of preparation, but rather a 

lack of attentiveness to what was most important in their circumstance. 

 What was most important wasn’t that they had extra oil for their lamps. 

 What was most important wasn’t that they weren’t aware that the 

bridegroom might be delayed. 

 What was most important was attending to the groom, oil or not. 

 In other words, what sets the wise bridesmaids apart from the foolish is 

not the presence or absence of extra oil, but whether or not they remain in the 

company of the bridegroom.  Their preoccupation with having enough oil caused 

them to miss entirely the reason for the oil in the first place.  They had their 

eyes set on the wrong priority. 

 

I love a rather irreverent story I read this past week that makes this point.   

 

An elderly man lay dying in his bed. In death's agony, he suddenly smelled the 

aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookies wafting up the stairs. He gathered 

his remaining strength and lifted himself from the bed. Leaning against the wall, 

he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even greater effort forced 

himself down the stairs, gripping the railing with both hands. 



 

With labored breath, he leaned against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen. 

Were it not for death's agony, he would have thought himself already in heaven: 

there, spread out upon newspapers on the kitchen table were literally hundreds of 

his favorite chocolate chip cookies. Was it heaven? Or was it one final act of 

heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing to it that he left this world a happy 

man? 

 

Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table, landing on 

his knees in a rumpled posture. His parched lips parted; the wondrous taste of the 

cookie was already in his mouth, seemingly bringing him back to life. The aged and 

withered hand shakingly made its way to a cookie at the edge of the table, when it 

was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife. 

 

"Stay out of those," she said, "they're for the funeral." 

 

 Now before we content ourselves to feel superior in light of those so-

called foolish bridesmaids, or recognize the folly of making cookies more 

important than life, we need to ask of ourselves if this isn’t what happens to us 

quite regularly in our lives, where we miss something of great significance due 

to our preoccupation with things of lesser importance? 

 Aren’t we all to some degree procrastinators, waiting to the last minute to 

buy the ticket, make the phone call, apply for the position, ask for the favor, or 

otherwise do what could have been done much earlier, and as a result, missed 

out on an opportunity? 

 Don’t we get our priorities mixed up quite often, winning an argument at 

the expense of someone we love, settling for a convenient lie rather than an 

awkward truth, making money or time more important than relationship?  

Perhaps we are not so different from the foolish bridesmaids afterall. 

 

 The parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids is the wake-up call we 

continually need to keep first things first.  Wisdom is largely about making what’s 

most important the center of our attention.  The wisdom of faith is that it strives 

to keep Jesus at that center.  Who Jesus was and is and the life Jesus calls us to 

are to be the priority of our lives – not what we accomplish in and of ourselves, 

not what we profess to believe, not what the world thinks about us, nor how 



successful we are in the eyes of that world.  These have their value only in 

respect to how they reflect Jesus in our living.   

 

 

 

 


