
Message:  “An Idiosyncratic Ideal” 

Scripture Lesson:  Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 

things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 

than theirs.  
5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone 

has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care 

for them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory 

and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing 

outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9but we do see Jesus, 

who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the 

suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 

glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies 

and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them 

brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the 

congregation I will praise you.” 

 

“God is always beyond our grasp. But not beyond our touch.” —theologian Mayra Rivera  

This past week, our Bishop, Karen Oliveto, put this quote on her Facebook 

page; the words are from theologian Mayra Rivera a scholar of religion who is the 

Andrew W. Mellon Professor of Religion and Latine Studies at Harvard Divinity 

School.[1]; these words brilliantly and concisely express the essential message of 

our passage from Hebrews today.  “God is always beyond our grasp.  But not 

beyond our touch.”  Both parts of this quote ring true when spoken alone, but 

when combined, we are given to understand much more clearly what we mean, or 

more specifically, what God intends, when we think about grace. 

The first part of that quote is both a challenge for those who believe in God 

and a cause for disbelief in those who discount the existence of the divine.  The 

premise is simple:  WHEN WE DON’T UNDERSTAND SOMETHING FULLY, THE 

TEMPTATION IS GREAT TO THROW IT OUT. 

I can point out a very contemporary example of this temptation in my own 

experience which you may identify with in this day of increased reliance upon 

technology.  It is no secret that we are constantly struggling with technology in 

our church, whether it be the media system or the automatic locking system or 

the computer-controlled thermostats we have in all rooms.  Case in point:  this 

past week, I was working on my laptop computer when it decided it didn’t want to 

cooperate with me anymore.  It simply would not do what I wanted it to do; my 

request was the same as I had made a thousand times before, and I did things as 
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I always did them; nothing had changed but the computer’s attitude; it was as if it 

woke up on the wrong side of the data bank, or received a tank full of bad 

electricity, or had suddenly realized it could choose to willfully disobey my 

command.  In any event, my frustration had grown to the point that I had finally 

had enough – I unceremoniously unplugged the laptop, closed its lid, and threw it 

out my office window. 

NO, I DIDN’T – but I have to admit, the thought crossed my mind!  I simply 

could not understand why it wouldn’t work – and not understanding something that 

seems important or essential to our life’s operation is a recipe for great 

frustration.  Not understanding something can drive us crazy if we let it – so one 

option is very tempting:  get rid of the irritant.  Avoid the mystery.  Toss out the 

offender – be it a laptop computer that defies logic, or a God who defies human 

understanding. 

That we cannot understand something fully with our minds is the reason 

many, many people profess no belief in a metaphysical reality.  “I can’t see God,” 

“There is no proof,” “It doesn’t make sense,” “If there is a God who is good, why 

do bad things happen?” “If God exists, why doesn’t God reveal himself 

concretely?” “If God is all powerful, why doesn’t he fix the problems of the world, 

or in my life?”  I could go on all day, and so could you, listing the ways in which God 

escapes our complete understanding.  And many, many people have made such lists 

themselves, coming to the conclusion that faith is a fools’ practice. 

Funny thing is, though – such questions don’t go away when you remove God 

from consideration.  In fact, such questions grow in intensity when you take God 

out of the equation.  They themselves become matters to avoid, intractable and 

unfathomable beyond the profoundly-unsatisfactory statement “it’s just the way 

things are.”  When we observe suffering from a distance, that response might 

just do; but when our own skin is in the game of suffering, the last thing we are is 

indifferent. 

“IT’S JUST THE WAY THINGS ARE.”  This is perhaps the greatest 

statement made by fatalism, which posits that everything that happens is 

inevitable, somehow set in course over eternity, unaffected by our intentions or 

efforts, however virtuous they may be.   I sense that this train of thought has 

been gaining ground over the years, perhaps exacerbated by the pandemic and 

politics and racial inequality; it seems like many give voice to resignation over the 

way things are, as if they have no other option than to accept things at face value; 

once God is removed from reality’s consideration, there is likewise no one to 



complain to, no one to seek redress, and no one to consult as to other possibilities 

for contemplation and collaboration.  And most importantly – no one to break into 

the isolation of humanity left to its own devices. 

To these and so very many other arguments against not only the existence of 

God, but also against any sense of metaphysical interaction or interference that 

directs reality in ways particular to a higher conscience, the person of faith says 

a bold and loud “NONSENSE.”  The person of faith does not become so unless he 

or she takes the first step of humility that so many find it hard to take; namely, 

that there is more to life, more to reality, more to this universe, more to 

ourselves than we can possibly know ON OUR OWN.  More accurately -- there is 

more to life, more to reality, more to this universe, and more to ourselves THAT 

WE DESPERATELY NEED TO KNOW than we can possibly know ON OUR OWN.    

We need help beyond ourselves, and this is precisely what God offers to those 

willing to allow for the existence of God.  And to the life open to what God offers, 

God shares what we need. 

What we need is not perfect understanding, nor quick answers to complex 

realities, nor a magical repair of all that is wrong.  No, what we need God has 

provided in Christ.  In Jesus, God gave us a translator of the divine will, an 

emulator of the divine heart, and a visionary of God’s dream for creation.  In 

Jesus we have the primary expression of the nature of God, which gives us what 

we need in life; that God is with us, and how God is for us, matters much more 

than what God precisely is.  The author of Hebrews puts it this way: 

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care 

for them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have 

crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.” Now 

in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we 

do not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9but we do see Jesus;” and this is 

sufficient for life. 

We all have times when we find it difficult to see hope; when we realize that 

we are on a collision course with climate collapse; when we see how divided we are 

as a nation and a world; when we see visions of violence and hunger and loss that 

take our breath away; when we ourselves or those we love suffer terribly. 

…..but if we are willing to look, willing to trust, willing to have faith, willing to 

reach out to the divine, we will discover the divine reaching back to us.  If we 

truly search for Jesus, we will see Jesus; and it will be precisely what we need. 

 



  
 

Somehow, someway, when we look to Jesus, we look towards the greatest example 

we can have of God; when we connect with Christ, we interact with the most 

accurate expression of the divine.  It’s not how he looks, upon which we have 

implicitly made him blond, blue eyed, 6 foot 2 inch, white, and dressed in a 

titanium white robe; after all, not only did they not have cameras or videos back 

then, there was a strong prohibition against paintings or drawings or caricatures 

of any sort in the Jewish faith, lest the picture gets worshipped rather than the 

one being depicted. 

"To struggle used to be 

To grab with both hands 

and shake 

and twist 

and turn 

and push 

and shove and not give in 

But wrest an answer from it all 

As Jacob did a blessing. 

But there is another way 

To struggle with an issue, a question – 

Simply to jump 

off 

into the abyss 

and find ourselves 

floating 



falling 

tumbling 

being led 

slowly and gently 

but surely 

to the answers God has for us – 

to watch the answers unfold 

before our eyes and still 

to be a part of the unfolding. 

 (Susan W.N. Ruach) 

 


