
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 10, 2020 
 
 
Hello Members and Friends of First UMC in Missoula, 
 
We've all seen the numbers of Covid cases rising significantly in our community, and it is apparent we 
are in a spike.  We have three members in our church who have contracted the disease -- they did not 
contract Covid through church activities, but nonetheless have tested positive -- and others who are 
now quarantined due to close contact.  It has been hard to follow the guidelines for church functions, as 
I demonstrated last week when I forgot to put my facemask on when I went around the sneeze screen 
to ask about a prayer concern (I'm learning as we all are!) -- proper distanced but nonetheless I should 
have masked up; there have been other similar occurrences.  And we've received five formal requests 
from members to consider stopping the in-person gatherings for the present.  
 
The leadership of our church recently had a conversation about this (via email), and decided it is time to 
temporarily halt face-to-face gatherings for our church operations.  We do not take this decision lightly, 
but neither do we take lightly the possibility of spreading Covid amongst our members, especially those 
most vulnerable to the disease.   We will continue our efforts to reach out to those who cannot work the 
technology of online services; we will continue our regular phone-chain connections; and, as always, we 
will try to keep all informed about the status of our church operation.  I appreciate your patience, 
flexibility, and prayers that I know have helped us face these unprecedented times with grace, 
compassion, and hope -- and it is a mark of the strength of our community that we continue in ministry 
in so many life-impacting ways.  As always, know that I keep you in my prayers, and I would ask that you 
do the same for my family and myself, that our connection in Christ's love remains strong. 
 
Grace to you, 
Pastor John 
 


