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Would you like to support 
UMW and treat yourself to 
some delicious Christmas   
cookies or candies? You’re in 

luck! UMW’s annual   
Christmas Goodie Sale is 
coming up. We are offering 

$5 plates of : 

  a baker’s dozen assorted festive cookies  

 fudge (white, smore, eggnog, or chocolate 
with or without nuts)  

 buckeye candy  

To place your order for pick up the afternoon 
of December 4th (or delivery), contact Pam 
Sterling at psterling2011@hotmail.com or call 
542-0414 and leave a message by December 
1st . If there are any extra goodies not claimed 
by preorder, they will be available after church 
in the narthex on December 5th .  

Hanging of the Greens-  
A huge Thank You to 
everyone who stayed 
and helped with the "Hanging of the 
Greens"  It went very well.   Thank-you from 
the Arts and Environment committee! 

It’s Shoebox Time! 

Please pick the age and gender of the person 
and make a shoebox full of goodies for them.  
Gloves, hats, socks, personal hygiene items 

such as shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes and combs, art or 
school supplies and toys are some suggestions.  Other suggestions 
include mittens, hats, markers, puzzles, hair ties, pens, and    
flashlights. Wrap the shoebox and put a label on it with the age 
and gender of the recipient.  Bring your shoebox to the church 
by December 1st.  

Alternative Giving Ideas- Giving a donation for Christmas in 
someone's behalf has long been a tradition for many in our 
church. There are always many great things to donate to in 
our community. This year, Mission & Outreach would like to         
especially lift up three. 

Funding for the sack lunch program at the Pov. The need for sack lunches 
has grown at the Pov and there is often a need for a hundred sack 
lunches a day! We have responded by putting weekly sandwich making 
teams together to deliver up to 200 sack lunches a week, with each 
one costing about $1. You could write a check, or make a donation     
on-line, made out to First UMC, with “Pov sack lunch” in the memo. 

Missoula Soft Landing and IRC Missoula are working together to respond 
to significantly more refugee families arriving this year. Donations can 
help. For this one, just put Soft Landing Missoula in the memo. 

Missoula Interfaith Collaborative (MIC) is working hard to expand their 
capacity to meet needs through Family Promise, the Housing Advocate 
Network, Missoula Works, Recycling Works, and the community        
organizing endeavor, Common Good Missoula. They could use help 
reaching their end of year fundraising goal. For this one, just put “MIC” 
in the memo. 

For more information: fumcmissoula@gmail.com or joeloos7245@gmail.com 

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
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Tzedakah Pocket Offers Hope - The needs of families and individuals in our community are many and varied. The 

number of assistance requests we receive and the amounts needed to satisfy those requests remain high. We still get           
assistance requests coming into the church or coming through our partner Hope Rescue Mission (549-HOPE), but most of the 
requests we get come from: 

YWCA staff for Family Housing Center or Domestic Violence Shelter residents and occasionally for individuals/families not 
currently in one of the shelters. 

HAN (Housing Advocate Network) advocates trying to help their clients. 
Family Promise staff for Diversion opportunities to keep families out of shelter by finding/funding alternatives. This is    

particularly important now that the Meadowlark shelters are full and there is a waiting list. 
Our new contacts and working procedures are giving us a more controlled and vetted process and, with that, more assurance 
that our money is going to the right places at the right times. Occasionally we are able to make use of community resources 
to help satisfy requests without using any money from our Tzedakah Pocket account and we did that recently for a request 
that came into our church office. A family with 3 children was without power because of an unpaid balance and their lease 
was in jeopardy because you have to maintain power or you’re breaking your lease. We were able to contact Family Promise 
staff to see if the request could be covered by the Diversion Grant from Family Promise National. It turns out it could and the 
$700+ to pay off the overdue balance and cover the reconnect fee was paid with grant money.         
Your donations so far are significant and are so appreciated. They make a real difference for individuals and families under 
stress. Our assistance offers hope in challenging situations. Your faithful support of this ministry has allowed us to continue to 
provide assistance to those who need it while we are adjusting to a new environment, a pandemic, and a tough housing   
market. As you can see from the exhibit, we have spent more than we have taken in during 2021 but, so far, we have been 
able to keep a positive balance because of steady donations, generous year-end donations, and the support of the UM    
Foundation. However, all the requests we get keep our margin very thin. 
At some point we may not be able to respond to some requests. Please 
remember to take care of yourselves first but, if you are able to support 
the Tzedakah Pocket ministry by online donation through the First UMC 
website, by sending a check made out to First UMC (PO Box 7646,        
Missoula, MT 59807) with Tzedakah Pocket in the memo line, or by using 
the Tzedakah Pocket hanging next to the sanctuary exit door if you attend 
church in person, rest assured all the money donated will make a       
difference for someone in need. A recap of assistance provided by our 
church’s Tzedakah Pocket ministry is shown below. We will continue to do 
as much as we can with what we have.   
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Celebration of Ministries for November 28th, 2021 

Green Notes: Weekly tips for reducing your carbon footprint from First United 
Methodist’s Green Team 
We have much to celebrate this Sunday: November was a month of significant climate action by our  
congregation. Here are the highlights: 

First UMC began November with our annual Charge Conference unanimously adopting a Climate Covenant. This document 
reflects our commitment, individually and as a congregation, to “elevate climate action – and with it social justice – as a 
primary focus of our ministry.” 

The Green Team sent copies of our Climate Covenant to Montana Sens. Jon Tester and Steve Daines, Rep. Matt Rosendale 
and Gov. Greg Gianforte. The accompanying cover letter asked each official what he is doing to ensure a just and stable 
climate future and how we can support those efforts. 

Inspired by the success of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Bonner, First UMC’s Green Team began investigating the          
potential for a solar panel installation on our property. Carole Addis is leading that effort, which almost immediately 
provided promising news – including two possible ways to finance a project. We’ll provide a more detailed report in 
next Sunday’s Green Notes. 

Green Team members Karen Loos, Kathie Snodgrass and Ginny Therriault launched a weekly series called Foodie Fridays. 
Watch the First Church Facebook page each Friday for new posts about climate-friendly meals, locally produced meat 
and produce, and more. 

As a member of the Mountain Sky Conference’s Creation Justice Task Force, Green Team chairman Jim Gillison contacted 
pastors throughout western Montana about their congregations’ interest in starting “green teams.” 

At the urging of Kathie Snodgrass, Finance Committee members approved funding for the redesign of our First Church 
website, so our Green Team and others can spread our activism and information to a wider audience. In the months to 
come, you’ll be able to find all our Green Notes there, as well as copies of letters we send, our First Church Climate  
Covenant, and updates on projects such as the possible solar installation. 

The Green Team, with support from our Faith and Justice Sunday School class, sent a copy of our Climate Covenant to 
Mayor John Engen and the Missoula City Council. In a cover letter, we urged city leaders to take immediate, decisive  
action toward the city-county goal of 100 percent clean electricity by 2030. “We are concerned about the lack of       
progress in converting our city to clean, renewable power,” the letter said. “We stand ready to work with you – and    
advocate for you – to take the action needed to eliminate fossil fuels from our power supply.” 

 
We move into December energized by these successes and evermore committed to action that reflects our abiding love for 

God, for one another and for the natural world. 



Prayer list for November 28, 2021 

• Prayers for all who are         
traveling this holiday week. 

• Prayers of celebration and 
healing for the birth of Pastor 
John and Terri’s grandson,      
Samuel who is out of the hospital 
and doing well! 

• Prayers of strength and healing for Jim and 
Cheryl B.’s friend Deb, who is hospitalized in 
CA with Covid. 

• Prayers of healing and strength for Finnley 
who was in rehab after a stroke and cardiac 
arrest and had to be transferred to another 
hospital due to very high blood pressure. 

• Prayers of healing and support for Carolyn 
Comer as she is dealing with medical issues. 

• Prayers for the family and community of the 
kids that were killed here in Missoula. 

• Prayers of support and strength for Tish’s    
sister Connie, who has been diagnosed with 

liver cancer. 

• Prayers of comfort for a friend who was    
given weeks to live.  Guide her to the Lord. 

• Prayers of healing for Karen L.’s sister-in-law, 
who had a stroke and is in the hospital in 
Spokane. 

 

Lord in your  Mercy...Hear our Prayers... 

  

 

 

 

Please send your prayer  requests in!   E-mail 
Kathie Snodgrass at 
kathiewearsgreen@yahoo.com with your    
prayer requests.  You can also email or call the 
office  at 549-6118. 
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