
 
 

• May 2 
5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalms 22:25-31 

1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

• May 9 

6th Sunday of Easter 

Mother’s Day 

Acts 10:44-48 

Psalms 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 

• May 16 

7th Sunday of Easter 

Ascension Sunday 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  

Psalms 1 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19 

• May 23 

Day of Pentecost 

Heritage Sunday 

Acts 2:1-21 
Psalms 104:24-34, 35b 

Romans 8:22-27 

 John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

• May 30 

Trinity Sunday 

Peace with Justice Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalms 29 

Romans 8:12-17 

John 3:1-17 

 

MISSOULA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE OF ANY AGE, GENDER, COLOR, ETHNICITY , SEXUAL ORIENTATION , ECONOMIC STATUS ,  

OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO THE FULL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION .  

   TOWER TIDINGS MAY 2021 

Continued on page 3 

LECTIONARY 

The 45th Epistle of John – “Flat Tire Theology”  
(FROM PASTOR JOHN’S ARCHIVES) Originally posted:  5/11/98 
(PLEASE NOTE:  This is a pastor’s pen I wrote over 20 years ago, but seemed relevant in 
today’s context – food for thought for this time of multiple challenges!) 

 Coincidence?  Fate?  Chance?  Or perhaps, a plan is afoot?  
My mind has been wondering and wandering in these directions 
over the past few months, for the many things that have been     
happening to myself and my family.  Like everyone else, we've been 
experiencing ups and downs, highs and lows, the normal stuff of 
life, but with one exception that seems to stand out. 
 Flat tires.  For some reason, we've been experiencing a rash 
of problems with car tires.  This, after 17 tire-problem-free driving 
years for me, and 16 for my wife, Terri (yes, we counted the years 
we've been driving!)  Up until this past March, I couldn't remember 
the last car tire I had changed or had fixed. 
 And then it hit.  First, Terri had a blowout while on a trip to a 
Partners in Ministry meeting up in Denver (Partners in Ministry is a 
Rocky Mountain Conference group which involves spouses of clergy 
in fellowship and programming.)  She was fine; the tire, however, 
had received a mortal wound.  It seems that the tire had leaked    
before the blowout; it was later explained to me that tires, when 
very low on air, and when travelling at highway speeds, usually     
self-destruct when they hit even a small object.  We replaced the 
tire. 
 Then, just this past week, a tire on our trailer gave out.  I was 
on an errand to fill a sandbox in our backyard, and had taken the 
trailer to a sand and gravel company to load it up.  All humbleness 
aside, I did a tremendous job; I managed to fill a 1,000 pound        
capacity trailer with 2,000 pounds of sand!  Proud I was, until a   
sinking feeling came over me, and the trailer, as I saw it lean pitifully 
to one side.  With the way I had loaded the trailer, it didn't stand a 
chance (I've been afraid to ask myself why the other tire didn't give 
way as well). 
 I won't mention how I had to unload 1,900 pounds of that 
sand back out of the trailer.  I won't mention the drenching rain that 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ot1
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HOW TO CONTACT 
CHURCH STAFF 

 

 

John Daniels, Pastor  
Genevieve Padget Slote, Administrative 
Assistant 

Nancy Eik, Administrative Assistant Sub  
Cheryl and Jim Bauer, Pam Sterling, 
Laurie Ball, April Padget, Klairaine 
Nichwander, Kay Duffield, Office 
Volunteers 

Leslie Lindley, Treasurer 
Leslie Uhlenbruck, Financial Secretary 
Craig Gohl, Custodian 
Greg Boris, Chancel Choir Director 
Jason Triche, Hand Bell Choir Director 
Luke Larson, Organist and Pianist 
VACANT, Children and Youth Ministries 

Director 
VACANT, Nursery Attendant  
 
 

For more information or to reach  
First UMC staff, please call the church office, 

549-6118, or E-Mail us at 
FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE 
Weekday Hours  

Monday-Thursday 9-12  

Phone: (406) 549-6118 

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula  

 
 

PASTOR JOHN 
Office: Available Monday-Friday 

By phone: 549-6118 or 

 396-8966 (cell) 

E-Mail: john@FUMCmissoula.com 

Hospital visits: Please call John or the 
office if you know of someone in the 
hospital. 

Home visits: upon request 
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Tower Tidings  
May Deadline:  
Tuesday, May 11,  

Special thanks to Kay Duffield  
and Tish Herries for helping edit  

Tower Tidings. 

Church Pledges and Donations 

The donation page on the church 
website can be found at: 
www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate. 

There is information for mailing in 
your checks as well as online       
donations. If you give online there 
is now a dropdown menu  

under the line with the amount that 
allows you to designate where the 
money goes. If you are splitting the 
donation, click Other and on the 
payment page it will allow you to 
leave a note as to how it should be 
divided.  
Leslie Uhlenbruck,                     
Financial  Secretary 

The Meadowlark, YWCA’s domestic violence shelter and family housing center, will open for 

guests on May 10, 2021. The building, located at 1800 S. 3rd St. W., will hold up to 31 families 

and up to 13 survivors of domestic violence and their children. The facility is co-managed by 

Family Promise and the YWCA.  Families currently in the Family Promise Program and those 

currently in one of the YWCA programs will be the first residents of the new facility. Future 

Family Promise rotations will be hosted at the Family Housing Center. First UMC’s next Family 

Promise rotation at Meadowlark is May 23-30.   

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
https://www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate
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was falling, nor the mud that was everywhere, nor the fact that I had discovered, to my mild  
fascination, that trailer wheel lug nuts are a different size than standard wheel lug nuts (and, no, 
I didn't have the right sized wrench with me.)  Let's just say it was an experience I won't soon 
forget. 
 And then, finally, this past Sunday, another flat tire experience entertained me and my 
family.  I use the word "entertain" cynically, for I discovered it at 10:15 a.m. in Ovid.  That's not a 
good time to have a flat tire for a minister who's running late already, trying to be present to 
start the 10:30 a.m. service at the Julesburg church -- and it takes at least 10 minutes to go from 
Ovid to Julesburg.  Time computations aside, I was in trouble.  My rescue came in the form of 
Sue Silva, and her children Robert and Alexa, who gave me a ride to the Julesburg church.  But I 
still can't believe the timing on that one -- almost as if the tire was waiting for just the right    
moment to let loose. 
 Three flat tires -- was someone trying to tell me something?  Was I missing something, or 
making a mistake of some kind?  Or is this the stuff of normal life, as I mentioned before? 
 I believe that these types of experiences are not uncommon in the lives of others.  For 
some reason, problems of a certain kind seem to pile up over a short course of time.  Several 
relationships get strained at the same time.  Finances get drastically drained over a month or 
two.  Sickness after sickness enters a household and won't let go.  Hostilities,                             
misunderstandings, miscommunications, mistakes, regrets -- sometimes these things choose to 
come as a group rather than singly, and we recoil at the thought of trying to deal with so much 
at once. 
 No one can say why it happens this way.  To say it is fate is to gloss it over as some          
inevitable phenomenon we are powerless to affect.  To say that God dishes out things that make 
us miserable is to reduce God to a puppet master playing with His toys.  Even to say that it is 
simply coincidence might seem like a feeble attempt to lessen the severity of calamity following 
calamity. 
 But as we struggle with the questions of "why?" we have several opportunities placed in 
our laps.  For one, we can come to grips with what faith truly means.  It is not knowledge, but 
trust, that defines and shapes faith.  And we may thank God that our knowledge of the flat tires 
in our lives does not have the power to destroy our trust of tires in general; likewise, our 
knowledge of the wrongs in our lives and in the world does not have the power to destroy our 
trust in the Maker of those lives and that world. 
 Secondly, each trial affords us the opportunity to reconsider life as to what is truly         
important.  The tire mattered very little so long as my wife was OK.  The tire mattered very little 
so long as I was still able to give a gift to our children.  The tire mattered very little so long as I 
could once again join in fellowship and faith with my fellow believers in worship on Sunday. 
 In the same manner, when such obstacles arise in our living, we are given the chance to 
look again at how we are living, and why.  When strained health enters our experience; when 
changes cause us to do a doubletake; when death visits our home or our community; we are 
shocked into a different perspective.  Like a cold splash of water in the face, the eyes of our 
hearts and minds have the opportunity to expand, awakened by the sense of challenge and risk. 

Continued from  page 1 
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INSPIRATION TOOL KIT: To Help us Get Through 
When the night has been too lonely, and the road has been too long, and 
you think that love is only  for the lucky and the strong, just remember in 
the Winter, far beneath the bitter snows, lies the seed that with the sun’s 
love, in the Spring becomes the rose.    Amanda McBroom               
UMW MAY HAPPENINGS: 
The next meeting of UMW will be out to lunch! The group will be gathering at the Stone of        
Accord on Reserve at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 6. We have a private room with a closed 
door.  Please let Teresa Henry know if you are coming so we can set the table by emailing                             
teresakhenry@yahoo.com.   
RUTH FELLOWSHIP  Ruth Fellowship will be having a hybrid meeting on May 13 at 10 a.m. 
Those who are comfortable can meet at the church library and those who want to can meet via 
Zoom. For more information contact  Judy Whiddon jofturah@gmail.com.                     
GEMS FELLOWSHIP  They will read next “The Book of Joy” by the Dalia Lama and Desmond      
Tutu. GEMS will meet virtually on May 20 at 6 p.m. For the link contact Pam Sterling,                                       
psterling2011@hotmail.com . 
THE BOOK GROUP is meeting virtually May 25 at 11 a.m. Contact Laurie Ball, 926-1252 or  
Ellie Barnes, 475-0646, for more information. New members are  always welcome. 
VESPERS CIRCLE will gather May 19 at 1 p.m. at Bonner Park for a meeting.  Please bring your 
chair.  We will be planning the rest of our year.  For more information contact Patsy Hodges at  
patsyhodges4@gmail.com  

Finally, the difficulties that come in threes, fours, or more, help to nurture a resilience inside our 
souls which better understands the gift of life for what it is.  Life is not a gift to be set upon the 
mantle for show; it is something to be used to the fullest extent, and by being used, will receive 
its signs of wear.  The dents, scratches, and bruises might seem to detract from its physical  
beauty, but such marks add a depth and a character won by no other means.  A life which        
expects no hardship is less a life than an existence; and God made it clear that simply existing on 
this earth bypasses His presence and His promise.  You cannot find God unless you use the gift 
He gave you in your life. 

 Flat tire theology.  What do you think?  Does it make sense that the troubles that visit us, 
though they have no clear explanation as to why they occur, still carry the innate possibility of 
changing us for the better?  Can it be that a flat tire every now and then, and perhaps several at 
once, has the ability to open our hearts and minds wider to the possibilities of God?  

God’s Grace Be With Us All, 

  

mailto:teresakhenry@yahoo.com
mailto:jofturah@gmail.com
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First United Methodist’s Green 
Team: Everyone Can Be a Climate 
Activist 
As people of faith, we can and must be      
climate  activists. As members of First United 
Methodist’s Green Team, we’ve devoted 
considerable time over the past year to   
studying and discussing what actions we can 
take on behalf of our ailing planet – individually, as a congregation and as a larger community.  
In April, we had a chance to expand that discussion during a series of Sunday morning        
sessions with the Faith & Justice Class. During those conversations, we came across a           
remarkable TedxYouth talk we would like to share with you all. Luisa Neubauer makes the 
case for climate activism, concluding with four “first steps.” We’d like to share those steps 
with you this month, while encouraging you to watch the full Tedx talk.  
  Luisa’s four steps “that decide about everything that can happen after” are: 

We need to drastically reframe our understanding of who can be the answer to this crisis. A   
climate activist can be everyone – everyone who wants to join a movement of those who 
intend to grow old on a planet that prioritizes protection of natural environments and     
happiness and health for the many over the destruction of the climate and the wrecking of 
the planet for the profits of the few. 

We must get out of our zone of convenience, away from a business-as-usual that has no         
tomorrow. If you're a singer, sing about this. If you're a teacher, teach about this. And if you 
have a bank account, tell the bank you're going to leave if they keep investing in fossil fuels. 

Leaving the zone of convenience works best when you join forces. One person asking for         
inconvenient change is mostly inconvenient. Two, five, 10, 100 people asking for                  
inconvenient change are hard to ignore. Power is not something you either have or don’t 
have. Power is something you either take or leave to others, and it grows once you share it. 

We must start taking ourselves more seriously. If you don't go for something, chances are high 
that no one else will. If we want to, we can have a say in this. We can be part of that change. 
We can be part of that answer. And that's quite beautiful, right? 

 
We're all tired of talking about it, but 
let's face it: 2020 (and part of 2021) has 
given us plenty of grief. What does it look 
like to navigate the stages of grief with 
spiritual intent and ritual?  
Contact: 
kaleidoscopemissoula@gmail.com  
For more information 

https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist/up-next
https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist?utm_source=tedcomshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tedspread
mailto:kaleidoscopemissoula@gmail.com


  ~Healing and Comfort ~ 

 Strength and comfort for the families and communities 
affected by the shootings in Atlanta and thanksgiving for the 
shooter’s family, who alerted the police about his identity. 

 Strength for Steve, Zach and Heather who are fighting 
several addictions. 

 A time when the choir can sing without masks. 

 Continued support, strength, and healing for Morris Nyquist 
who continues with his chemo treatment. 

 Successful recovery for Lorraine Carlson, who is sufficiently 
recovered to be traveling after surgery. 

 Prayers of  recovery for Earl Reinsel after having a surgery.   

 Prayers of recovery for Tony Beltramo after foot surgery. 

 Prayers for Cindy for the resolution of medical issues. 

 Prayers of recovery and a speedy return to normal life for all 
those who were hit by the tornados in the Midwest. 

 Prayers of adjustment, comfort, and peace for John and 
Sonja Waldman-Bohn. 

 Prayers of strength, and healing for Justine Luebke who has 
started another round of chemo and has experienced growth 
in her tumors. 

 Safety for both immigrants and agents as the border situation 
continues to unfold.  God protect the children and families 
and keep them safe from harm. 

 Prayers for Cathy’s niece, who is struggling with depression 
and an eating disorder. 

 Prayers for an Aunt who has suffered a stroke and cannot 
have any visitors. 

 Prayers of healing for Bruce Allen who is dealing with 
dizziness. 

 Prayers for Doug Heyer’s mom who is recovering at home 
after a fall and being hospitalized. 

 Prayers of healing and strength for a 12 year-old boy named 
Jack who is fighting cancer for the second time.  He along 
with his family will be moving to Boston for 20 weeks of 
chemotherapy. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for Mary Corcoran following 
a recent illness and hospitalizations. 

 Comfort and healing for Nancy Crabtree who had a serious 
fall and is currently in Community Hospital.  Prayers for 
comfort and support for her husband Joe. 

 Prayers of healing and strength for Barry P. after a successful 
knee surgery. 

 Prayers for Karla P., Genevieve’s sister-in-law as she awaits 

the results of genetic cancer testing. 

~In Sympathy~ 

 Comfort for Laura Jaquette and her family as they mourn 
the loss of her grandmother . 

 Comfort for Jeff and Cheryl’s Green Valley UMC pastor 
Mary Dotson, whose father passed away from Covid. 

 Prayers of comfort for the family and community of 
Daunte Wright who was shot and killed in Brooklyn 
Heights, MN. 

 Prayers of comfort for Dave, whose wife Shirley passed 
away form Leukemia. 

 Comfort for the family and friends of John Terreo’s 91 
year old uncle who recently passed away. 

~Praises~ 

 Prayers of  thanksgiving for those giving shots and prayers 
for those not yet able to be vaccinated. 

 Thanksgiving for our First UMC Green Team and our 
Mission and Outreach Team for helping us be a church in 
mission and fight climate change. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving and gratitude for John, Greg, 
Luke and Ethan for keeping the home fires burning this 
past year. 

 Prayers of joy for the choir, bell choir and guitar group 
for their music. 

 Thank-you for the beautiful music of Cathy and Rhanda in 
the worship service. 

 Birthday Celebrations for Abby, Delaney, and Ella who 
turn 15 this year! 

 Prayers of Thanksgiving for the arrival of Larson David, 
the great-grandson of  Tish and Dave Herries born the day 
after Easter. 

 Birthday Celebration Blessings for Bill Reynolds. 

 Prayers of gratitude to Jana and Theresa for leading a 
productive Disciple class. 

 Birthday Blessings for Graham Boris who is 17 this 
month! 

 After 50 years of service celebration, Steve Rosenberg,  
the choir director at Fairmont Ave. UMC  in St. Paul will 
retire due to his ALS.  Prayers for strength and symptom 
alleviation for him and a successful search for a choir 
director. 

 Gratitude that everybody in our household now has their 
COVID vaccine and gratitude that it has been distributed 
quickly.  Much joy that it is making it into the arms of my 
friends and loved ones. 

Lord in your Mercy...Hear our Prayers... 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS . . .  
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Tzedakah Pocket Ministry 
 
Your faithful support of this ministry continues to make a significant 
difference in our community. It’s hard to turn anyone away when they 
come to us for help and, because of your generosity and caring, we  
haven’t had to.  Lately many of these requests come from local    
agencies, such as the YWCA and the Housing Advocate Network, 
seeking interim lodging for families waiting to enter their programs or 
for those close to getting permanent housing. These requests can    
require a larger amount than we normally spend for requests but our cooperation with 
other organizations and congregations has made it possible for us to work collaboratively 
to meet these needs. We are finally seeing more requests for help with security deposits 
in addition to help with rent and we’re hoping this is a sign that more people are able to 
find housing. Time will tell on that. The amount in the “Other” category continues to       
reflect the impact of lost or interrupted income which makes it difficult for individuals and 
families to pay their housing, power, Internet, and other bills without assistance. It’s likely 
we’ll see this level of assistance requests for some time to come. Take care of yourselves 
but, if you are able to support the Tzedakah Pocket ministry, either by an online donation 
through the First UMC website or by sending a check made out to First UMC (PO Box 
7646, Missoula, MT 59807) with Tzedakah Pocket in the memo line, rest assured all the 
money will make a difference for someone in need. God bless you all and stay safe. 
 

A recap of assistance provided by our church’s Tzedakah Pocket ministry is shown below. 

 



First United Methodist Church 

300 E. Main Street 

P.O. Box 7646 

Missoula MT 59807 

 

PH:406.549.6118  

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/1stummissoula  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

May Events via Zoom and in person                                                                               

  6    UMW Luncheon Meeting, Stone of the Accord 

         11:30 a.m. 

13   Ruth Fellowship, 10 a.m. 

19    Vesper Circle, Bonner Park, 1 p.m.                       

20    Gems Fellowship, 6 p.m.   

25    UMW Book Group, 11 a.m. 

 

 

 

Weekly Events via Zoom and in person                                                                               

Sunday - Children’s Church 10 a.m. Worship 10:30 
a.m. (recordings on Facebook or the church      
website) 
In person worship - 50 person capacity-please 
RSVP by calling or emailing the office at 549-6118    

 

Tuesday - Friday Morning Meditations 8 a.m. 
(recordings on Facebook or the church website) 

Tuesday - Pastor John’s class via Zoom 10 a.m. 
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