
• July 4 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 5:1-5,9-10 
Psalms 48 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 
Mark 6:1-13 

 

• July 11 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
Psalms 24 

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Mark 6:14-29 

 

• July 18 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

2 Samuel 7:1-14a 

 Psalms 89:20-37  

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 

• July 25 

9th Sunday of Pentecost 

2 Samuel 11:1-15 
Psalms 14 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

 John 6:1-21 

 

 
 

MISSOULA FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE OF ANY AGE, GENDER, COLOR, ETHNICITY , SEXUAL ORIENTATION , ECONOMIC STATUS ,  

OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO THE FULL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP OF THIS CONGREGATION .  

   TOWER TIDINGS JULY 2021 

Continued on page 3 

LECTIONARY 

The Forty-Seventh Epistle of John--“The Voice of the Moment”  
Who’s had enough of the pandemic restrictions?  May I see a show 
of hands? 
I, for one, am ready to get back together again.  I’ve had enough of 
Purell hand sanitizer, talking into a video camera, figuring out all the 
technology which refuses to stay put (do I hear “built-in                 
obsolescence” anyone?), and the ugly voices pulling on this issue 
for their own agendas, leaving reason behind. 
Wait a minute – I hear the voice of the moment speaking.  Have you 
ever recognized it’s sound?  The voice of the moment is a voice 
shaped by immediate experience; it is often misshaped by that    
experience as well, especially as that experience has been tinged 
with challenge. 
I hit my thumb with a hammer – “I’ll never use a hammer again!” I 
screech out in agony – the voice of the moment has spoken. 
Someone speaks down to me – “I’ll show her – I won’t deal with 
her anymore,” I think – the voice of the moment has spoken.   
They’ve changed the menu of my favorite restaurant – “Why did 
they ruin a perfect thing?  I’ll go somewhere else,” I think – the 
voice of the moment has spoken. 
My car breaks down – “No more Fords/Chevys/Hondas/Toyotas/(fill 
in the blank) for me!” I think – the voice of the moment has spoken 
(and, of course, my mind goes to yet another justification for       
motorcycles!) 
We are reactionary creatures, you and I, given to the tendency to 
see things through very subjective and experiential lenses.  We’re 
not alone – many are the hasty judgments against things and     
people who disappoint us, who challenge us, who cause us           
discomfort of varying degrees for varying lengths of time.  Perhaps 
it’s simply human nature to be reactionary, to jump at the impulse 
to fight such things, to label them in a manner that seems justified 
and rational. 
Except, of course, for the truth that stares us in the face anytime we 
see things in only one way – so much is missed!  To set the mind or 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp18_RCL.html#nt1
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HOW TO CONTACT 
CHURCH STAFF 

 

 

John Daniels, Pastor  
Genevieve Padget Slote, Administrative 
Assistant 

Nancy Eik, Administrative Assistant Sub  
Cheryl and Jim Bauer, Pam Sterling, 
Laurie Ball, April Padget, Klairaine 
Nichwander, Kathie Snodgrass Office 
Volunteers 

Leslie Lindley, Treasurer 
Leslie Uhlenbruck, Financial Secretary 
Craig Gohl, Custodian 
Greg Boris, Chancel Choir Director 
Jason Triche, Hand Bell Choir Director 
Luke Larson, Organist and Pianist 
VACANT, Children and Youth Ministries 

Director 
VACANT, Nursery Attendant  
 
 

For more information or to reach  
First UMC staff, please call the church office, 

549-6118, or E-Mail us at 
FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE 
Weekday Hours  

Monday-Thursday 9-12  

Phone: (406) 549-6118 

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/1stumcmissoula  

 
 

PASTOR JOHN 
Office: Available Monday-Friday 

By phone: 549-6118 or 

 396-8966 (cell) 

E-Mail: john@FUMCmissoula.com 

Hospital visits: Please call John or the 
office if you know of someone in the 
hospital. 

Home visits: upon request 
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Tower Tidings  
May Deadline:  
Tuesday, July 13,  

Special thanks to Nancy Eik and 
Tish Herries for helping edit  

Tower Tidings. 

Church Pledges and Donations 

The donation page on the church 
website can be found at: 
www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate. 

There is information for mailing in 
your checks as well as online       
donations. If you give online there 
is now a dropdown menu  

under the line with the amount that 
allows you to designate where the 
money goes. If you are splitting the 
donation, click Other and on the 
payment page it will allow you to 
leave a note as to how it should be 
divided.  
Leslie Uhlenbruck,                     
Financial  Secretary 

Adopt-a-Room Campaign Update 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Adopt a Room campaign for the new   
Meadowlark Family Housing Center. With your generous contributions we were able to      
purchase everything we needed to create a comfortable and welcoming space for a family  
experiencing homelessness. We bought comforters for the beds which are reversible and 
made up the beds to show you both sides. For the bathroom we bought a shower liner, a 
shower curtain with matching bathmat, and bath towels, hand towels, and wash cloths. We 
appreciate your support so much and so do the resident families.  

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com?subject=Pastor%20John
https://www.firstumcmissoula.org/donate
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heart in only one direction is perhaps a natural inclination at first, but something we know is 
misleading at best, delusional and destructive at worst.   
Faith invites us to explore this truth very intentionally.  Indeed, faith is the direct trust,          
interaction, and relationship in and with a God who refuses to be pinned down by the       
limitations of our experiences and insight.  Many times my heart falls when I hear someone 
talk about God using a voice of the moment that tries to pin down God in this way – “This is 
God’s will”  “I know God wants this for me”  “The Lord would never do thus and so”  “What 
they’re doing is a sin”  -- phrases such as these betray our desire to know the mind of God in 
absolute clarity, yet what they disclose is probably more an elevation of that voice of the    
moment to idol status.  And we all know that idolatry, no matter what its focus, gets us        
nowhere with God. 
If God is who God claims to be, he cannot be limited by our subjective experiences and        
insights.  This is the hard truth that often is too much to swallow, especially for a proud        
humanity full of itself, obsessed with ideas of freedom, happiness, security, and indulgence.  It 
is hard to swallow because the first required step of faith – to empty oneself of self – seems 
to directly contradict any self-motivated impulse.  “What’s in it for me?” finds no answer in 
the totally-God-centered life – and that’s very intimidating. 
It is, at least, until we see things in a different way.  I don’t like the pandemic parameters right 
now, but am thankful it has helped to reduce illness and suffering as they are followed, and 
delighted that we seem to be making measurable progress towards getting the virus spread 
under control.  Burned by that rude remark, I yet find the motivation to work with that person 
again, and discover her rudeness of the moment was a solitary expression; did I hear an    
apology in her manner just now?  My thumb throbs and aches right now, but I enjoy the     
project I finally finish with – yes – the assistance of that same hammer.  And, surprise of all 
surprises, as I try out the new menu, I discover new favorites! 
God speaks beyond any of our momentary voices.  And we can hear what God has to say – if 
we are willing.  Willing to temper our reactionary natures.  Willing to take the long-term view 
of things.  Willing to be open to the mystery of God.  Willing to humble ourselves and resign 
from the position of judgment.  Willing to refrain from snap criticisms, artificial generalities, 
and quick conclusions for the sake of a clarity that feels good but isn’t real.  Willing to let God 
have the final say – and to trust that it will be exactly what we need to hear. 
God’s Grace Be With You, 
 

Friday Night Out- July 9th, 6:30 p.m. 
Cheryl and Jim Bauer will be hosting the July Friday Night Out at 
their home- 16535 Folsom Road in Florence.  Call 760-379-0375 to 
RSVP and to obtain directions. 
Please bring a potluck dish to share and a smile.  We will provide 
meat and beverages.  It will be a fun way to share a meal together and catch up especially 
after so much time spent away from each other this past year. 
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                  UMW NEWS  
INSPIRATION TOOL KIT: “Now what?  Where do we go 
from here - no wait, wait, where do we even start? …  
Start where you are, start where your feet are.  Maybe 
breathe every so often.  Look around, look up, look inside, 
but look, and more importantly, see.”  -  Anne Lamotte 
 
                                   UMW JULY HAPPENINGS: 
 

Mission u study  
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

2021 Issue Mission Study 
Coming this Summer via Zoom 

SAVE THE DATES 
Wednesday and Thursday 

July 21, 22 and 28, 29 
6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 
Methodist Night at the Missoula Community Band Concert will be Wednesday, July 21 

in Bonner Park.  Bring your own chair and come early at 7:00 p.m. to visit with the other     
Methodists who will be there.       

                              UMW FELLOWSHIPS 
RUTH FELLOWSHIP – Zoom meetings for the summer. 
For information regarding the Ruth Fellowship, please 
Judy Whiddon at jofturah@gmail.com 
GEMS FELLOWSHIP - Contact Pam Sterling,                      
psterling2011@hotmail.com for information. 
BOOK GROUP - Please contact Laurie Ball for further          
information.  Laurie.umc@outlook.com. 
VESPERS FELLOWSHIP - Bring a chair & sack lunch to 
Bonner Park (near the bandstand) on Fridays at noon, 
July 2 ,9,16,23,30. Visit/see friends each week. For info, 
call Patsy Hodges 406-396-4399. 
 
Thank-you do all who contributed their baked goods to 
the UMW bake sale in June!  It was a great success of 
sweets, fellowship and UMW mission fundraising! 

mailto:jofturah@gmail.com
mailto:psterling2011@hotmail.com
mailto:Laurie.umc@outlook.com
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FIRST UMC GREEN TEAM-  YOUR CARBON FOOTPRINT 
This year, Montana cities and towns set high-temperature records 
with readings between 95 and 100 degrees even before summer’s 
official start.  There’s one relatively easy way to temper these     
increasingly hot days while also combatting climate change:  
Plant shade trees. 
The U.S. Forest Service’s Center for Urban Forest Research found 
that neighborhoods with well-shaded streets can be 6 to 10       
degrees cooler than neighborhoods without street trees. That 
natural cooldown in turn reduces energy consumption, which    
reduces energy production and the creation of greenhouse gases.  
The same researchers also found that shaded parking lots keep 
cars cooler, reducing tailpipe emissions and helping to reduce the 
heat-island effect in pavement-laden urban areas. 
Here’s how you can make a difference in your own yard:              
According to the National Arbor Day Foundation, large deciduous 
trees planted on the east, west and northwest sides of your home 
create shade from the summer sun and reduce air-conditioning 
costs by up to 35 percent.   
Plant trees to shade your air-conditioning unit, and to shade      
patios, sidewalks and driveways. The cooler you keep your home 
using these natural sunscreens, the more your personal energy 
use will decline. And that means your utility will consume less  
fossil fuels to create energy, which translates into lower carbon 
dioxide emissions. 
Trees also fight climate change through the process of photosyn-
thesis: Trees absorb carbon dioxide and other particulate           
pollution, storing the carbon and emitting pure oxygen. The       
carbon remains sequestered in the tree so long as the wood       
remains intact. 
One caveat: Plant native trees suited to our environment. The city 
of Missoula has an excellent Urban Forestry department, which 
can help you select the right tree species. You may even be able to 
secure trees through the city. Call Urban Forestry at 406-552-6253 
or go online to the city’s Urban Forestry website at https://
www.ci.missoula.mt.us/230/Urban-Forestry. 
Stay cool this summer, First Church! And join the fight against    
climate change, one shade tree at a time. 
TAKE ACTION TO REDUCE GLOBAL WARMING! Please join First 
Church’s glass recycling program today by emailing Sherry Devlin 
at sherrydevlin@gmail.com or calling her at 406-546-1016. 

 
 

https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/230/Urban-Forestry
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/230/Urban-Forestry
mailto:sherrydevlin@gmail.com


  ~Healing and Comfort ~ 

 Prayers of adjustment, comfort, and peace 
for John and Sonja Waldmann-Bohn. 

 Prayers of healing and strength for 12-year 
old Jack who is fighting bone cancer for the third time 
and is in Boston with his family for chemotherapy. 

 Continued healing and strength for John Terreo who 
was again hospitalized with complications and is 
recovering at home. 

 Prayers for a successful surgery for Carolyn’s brother 
Roy, who is suffering extreme anemia and weight loss. 

 Prayers for relief for all the people across the world 
suffering with poverty and hunger. 

 Continued prayers of comfort and support for Marie 
Nyquist as she deals with the loss of her husband 
Morris. 

 Prayers of comfort and recovery for Ralph Picker, the 
brother-in-law of Pastor John, who recently had major 
surgery related to cancer in Colorado and is exploring 
other treatment options. 

 Continued prayers of comfort and strength for Tu and 
Barry Reed. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for the Eyer family who 
had the memorial service for their young daughter last 
month who passed away last year from complications 
from cancer. 

 Prayers of healing and comfort for Bob Avery as 
doctors explore how to resolve the pain in his hip. 

 Prayers of comfort and healing for Nancy Crabtree as 
she continues to heal from her fall. 

 Prayers that our World leaders come to agreement on 
supporting climate change and promoting peace rather 
than one upmanship and conflict. 

 Prayers of comfort, strength, and healing for Laxmi’s 
sister Lois, who’s in the hospital in California. 

 Prayers for a neighbor Hailey who is a troubled foster 
youth, and her foster family. 

 Prayers for a father who will undergo heart surgery at 
the end of the month. 

 Prayers of comfort for a husband who continues to be 
troubled by a heart condition. 

 Prayers of healing and comfort for 4 year old, 
Kamden, Pastor John’s sister’s friend’s grandchild, 
who has been diagnosed with a brain tumor. 

 Prayers for good news on Vicky Orendorf’s test 
results. 

~In Sympathy~ 

 Prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Mary 
Corcoran, who passed away in May 29th. 

 Prayers of comfort for the family, especially for her 
husband Mike, friends, and our entire church 
community on the passing of Kay Duffield on June 
9th.   

~Praises~ 

 Prayers of celebrations that school is out for the 
summer.  Thank-you to all of our educators for 
providing an excellent education in a very difficult 
year. 

 Birthday Celebrations for Helen Rummel who 
turned 103 on June 13th! 

 Prayers of celebration for Doug and Nancy Heyer 
and Joe and Karen Loos on 53 years of marriage this 
month. 

 Prayers of celebration for the 6 High School seniors 
in our congregation who graduated. 

Lord in your Mercy...Hear our Prayers... 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS . . .  
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Tzedakah Pocket Ministry Month End Report 
Thank you for your faithful support of this ministry. Your donations make a 
real difference for our community. We continue to work with requests that 
come to us directly as well as through other churches and  organizations. 
However, we are developing a relationship with the Meadowlark Family 
Housing Center Director to provide support for families in the Family    
Housing Center when all other sources of assistance have been exhausted. 
This is a controlled, vetted process that both expands our ability to help those in need and, at 
the same time, our ability to provide assistance. We are entering the time of year when many 
of us are taking trips, having guests, and visiting family now that such wonderful things are 
possible again. This occasionally takes us away from church and, as a consequence, Tzedakah 
Pocket donations are down although the need remains high. If you are able to support the 
Tzedakah Pocket ministry by online donation through the First UMC website, by sending a 
check made out to First UMC (PO Box 7646, Missoula, MT 59807) with Tzedakah Pocket in the 
memo line, or by using the Tzedakah Pocket hanging next to the sanctuary exit door if you 
attend church in person, rest assured all the money donated will make a difference for     
someone in need. God bless you all and stay safe. 
A recap of assistance provided by our church’s Tzedakah Pocket ministry is shown below. You 
can see that we have provided more assistance than we have receive in donations so far in 
2021. Fortunately, we had some carryover from 2020 that is keeping us in the black from an 
account standpoint. We will continue to do as much as we can with what we have.  
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"Night without a Bed" is the primary fundraiser for Family Promise for 2021. 
Please donate and help Family Promise support families experiencing      
homelessness. Although we are observing the June 26th date to identify with 

those experiencing homelessness by foregoing our comfy bed for the night, donations can be 
made through the end of July.  Please use the link below or, if you prefer another way to         
donate, a check can be made out to Family Promise of Missoula with "Night Without a Bed" in 
the memo line and sent to us at 6481 Larch Canyon Road, Missoula, MT 59803.    

https://www.nightwithoutabed.org/p2p/209559/jane-kisselbach 
 

https://www.nightwithoutabed.org/p2p/209559/jane-kisselbach


First United Methodist Church 

300 E. Main Street 

P.O. Box 7646 

Missoula MT 59807 

 

PH:406.549.6118  

E-Mail: FUMCmissoula@gmail.com 

Website: www.firstumcmissoula.org 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/1stummissoula  

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

 

July Events via Zoom and in person       

 2,9,16,23,30 Vespers - Bonner Park, noon   

 9   Friday Night Out - Bauers                                                                         

 21 Community Band Concert, 7 p.m.,  

       Bonner Park  

 21, 22 and 28, 29 Mission u study 

 

 

 

Weekly Events via Zoom and in person                                                                               

Sunday - Children’s Church 10 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. (recordings on Facebook or the church 
website) 
In person worship - 80 person capacity - No need to RSVP -  We would love to 
have you in person!! 

 

Monday - Thursday Morning Meditations SUMMER BREAK 

(recordings on Facebook or the church website)  

Tuesday - Pastor John’s class. SUMMER BREAK 

 

                                                                     

mailto:fumcmissoula@gmail.com
http://www.missoulafumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmissoula

