
November 15, 2020 

Meditation 1: “The Silent Sector of Faithful Witness” 

Scripture Lesson 1:  Judges 4:1-7 
4The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2So the Lord sold them 

into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who 

lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred 

chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She used to sit under the palm 

of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for 

judgment. 6She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, 

“The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from 

the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet 

you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’” 

 

 We’ve had Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph; we’ve had Moses and Aaron 

and Joshua; then there was Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar.  All of these figures 

were the God-appointed leaders of Israel; the stories of their leadership are 

related in the first 297 pages of the Old Testament (as it is found in my NRSV 

Study Bible); all were men.  And then, for a grand total of just under three 

pages, we come to the figure of Deborah, who led the Israelites in a successful 

campaign against their enemies, the Hazorites.  We have the brief account of 

her leadership, followed by a song composed in her honor – or possibly a song 

she composed to give credit where credit was due.  Ten male leaders to the one 

female leader of the people of Israel; ten to one; as I reflected upon this 

statistic, I couldn’t help but wonder if some might think this reflects the ratio 

of women’s influence upon the pathway of faith for the people of God?  

 I believe such thinking is very much in error, but it can arise due to the 

fact that most of us who are students of the Biblical text realize it is heavily 

overrepresented by the male perspective.  This is no secret, in that the Bible 

came into being in a context primarily if not exclusively patriarchical – that is, 

the societies of its evolution were dominated by men.   

 So, in a sense, it is a marvel that we have this account at all, and I believe 

it says something about the figure of Deborah, perhaps that she was such a 

leader that she could not be ignored.  But more to the point – I believe that the 

story of Deborah raises the issue of the many, many other women of Biblical 

times who had influence, vision, and leadership – but who were in effect 

rendered historically silent due to the cultural context they found themselves 

in. 



 Not that women were absent in the scriptural accounts; there were 

certainly leadership qualities exhibited by several throughout the text, from 

Miriam to Huldah to Esther to Phoebe to Priscilla – but they have no where near 

the representation that men do.  And I think this is a shame. 

 This got me thinking -- what if, instead of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John, we had the Gospels of Martha, Mary, Lydia, and Joanna?  What 

I mean is, what if the Gospels had been written by women?  Would the 

perspective be different?  Women were obviously present, witnesses to – and 

sometimes experiencing directly -- Jesus and his teaching and preaching, his 

miracles and healing.  How would they see things?  Would they emphasize 

different elements of the Gospel story?  Would they have seen a side of Jesus 

others missed?  Almost certainly, if women were able to tell their side of what 

happened, not only with Jesus but throughout the narratives of the Bible, we 

would have access to an incredibly rich part of God’s revelation. 

  Be that as it may, I find within even the short account of Deborah’s 

leadership, an invaluable witness to what infuses integrity into our faith – and 

perhaps her witness tends to be particular to what women bring to the table 

more than men.  For one, the text says that Deborah made a habit of sitting 

under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 

Ephraim; she made a habit of sitting – and what, pray tell, did she do while she 

sat?  We can only conjecture here, but I think she did something that so very 

many of the kings and leaders and commanders of Israel failed to do – she 

engaged her mind and heart intentionally.  How often, even in these days, do we 

find people acting before they’ve thought about the consequences of their 

actions, or even if their actions were wise or productive?  As I heard someone 

recently state to me “there’s plenty of stupid out there,”  I believe Deborah 

models the truth that taking the time to think, to pray, to consider, to discern, is 

absolutely essential to effective leadership. 

 And perhaps it was this character of meditation that drew people to her for 

guidance.  The scripture says that “the Israelites came up to her for judgment.”  

The word “judgment” here refers to “ruling over” or giving leadership counsel 

backed with authority – and Deborah had it.  Call it respect; call it loyalty; call it 

recognition of wisdom; call it admiration.  Whatever it was, Deborah’s leadership 

was not only recognized, but responded to, by the people of Israel.  And I think 

their receptivity to Deborah’s leadership is strongly linked to how she interpreted 

her role as leader – leadership was not about “being in charge,” but doing the right 



thing.  It was not about her own personal power but about following God’s will for 

her people.  You can hear it most directly in her song -- her whole plan, her whole 

desire, her whole thrust was to please God. 

 It must be said that much of our commentary and thought regarding 

Deborah feels incomplete, for we have so little information about her.  But the 

things we do know about her puts her in a place of significance regarding the 

progression of our faith.  And I can’t help but wonder about how many other 

figures, and not just women, but the marginalized or the non-Jewish or the too 

young or too old – how many silent witnesses are there who carried their people 

closer to God, or helped their people survive, or helped their community become 

better aligned with truth, or stood against the masses to counter darkness – how 

many such witnesses have there been who are lost to the record of history?   

 It would make me very sad to think of what has been lost, were it not for 

the sense of our faith always being carried on the shoulders of witnesses lost to 

history; we are the product, in part, of a history unwritten and unacknowledged 

formed by uncountable persons of faith that prioritized God over the world – and 

were thus able to influence the world in ways greater than the world was able to 

work itself.  We are greatly indebted to those silent witnesses of whom we know 

so little if anything – but it is our recognition of that fact that helps us to pay 

greater attention to our voices of today.  There are many speaking and sharing 

from places of marginality and unfair compromise whose voices are being heard 

today more clearly than ever.  There are great forces working to silence them as 

well; but as they are immersed in the truth of God, and as they seek to move 

forward God’s agenda of a world of justice, compassion, and truth, they will not be 

silenced.  It is up to us to pay the greater attention to those who have been silent 

before – for it is perhaps in their broken silence that our world will find its 

greatest redemption.  

 
 

Meditation 2:  “Faith’s ‘Use It Or Lose It’ Policy” – 11-15-20 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Matthew 25:14-30 
14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one 

he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who 

had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 

time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had received the 

five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; 

see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 



have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy 

of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew 

that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 

master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 

where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one 

with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 

from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

 A few months ago, Terri and I purchased something I never thought we’d 

buy again.  We bought a crib.  Just to make absolutely clear, we bought it in 

expectation of bringing our new granddaughter to our home, so we could care for 

her as needed.  The crib came disassembled in a rather large box – it was one of 

those sort of prefabricated, put it together yourself types of things, with bags of 

nuts and bolts and pieces that, once put together correctly, result in a sturdy 

piece of furniture. 

 Now, before you try to guess where I’m going with this, and anticipating your 

first thoughts regarding my approach, may I state for the record that I did 

indeed consult the instructions for assembly!  I have learned my lesson far too 

many times, that having an engineering degree does not automatically make me an 

expert at such projects.  I need the clarity of the instructions of the furniture 

designers to put things together right the first time. 

 So, I began by reading the assembly instructions.  I read them while 

unpacking the pieces of the crib.  I read them several times while laying the 

pieces out on the floor; I opened the plastic pouches containing the nuts and bolts 

in order to identify them according to the instructions.  I spent close to an hour 

reading the instructions and playing with the pieces, not wanting to mess up the 

assembly.  And I finally realized, after far too long a time – the instructions 

simply didn’t make sense. 

 Bolt A in the picture was an inch long – Bolt A in the plastic pouch was over 

two inches long.  Rail D in the picture had a handle – Rail D in the box had no such 

thing.  There were several such discrepancies in the instructions; but worse, there 

seemed to be pieces identified in the instructions that were not in the box.  My 

confusion was intense, thinking I would have to send the entire box back to the 

store and wait for them to correct the errors………but then, I went back to that 



thought I had chased away over many negative experiences in the past, and I 

asked myself, “Maybe I can figure it out without the instructions?” 

 Long story short – once I abandoned the instructions, I began to make 

progress.  Yes, I did put it together wrong about four or five times, realizing only 

after it was 90% complete that I needed the already used Bolt A for the 

connection on Part D, and had to take the whole thing apart and begin again.  But, 

after a few false starts and wrong turns, I did assemble the crib, and assembled 

it correctly – I THINK!.  It made sense to me ONLY AFTER I HAD PUT IN THE 

INVESTMENT OF MY EFFORT TO FIGURE THINGS OUT. 

 This parable had me think about this kind of process, and what I think was 

the main point of why Jesus shared it with us.   Now, there was a time in my life 

when thought this was a pretty straightforward parable…..a tale of a harsh 

master analogous to God, who gave three of his servants different amounts of 

money – ten talents, five talents, and one talent – according to their ability, which 

spoke of their wise investment practices.  Two invested productively by worldly 

standards, doubling the amount entrusted to them, whereupon the master tells 

them “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’  

The last slave entrusted with one talent did not invest at all, but buried his 

amount; when produced upon the master’s return, he was chastised with these 

words:  ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 

sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 

away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  Simple truths here, it would seem – 

invest your talents (be they money or skills or time or effort or material) for gain 

as defined by the master. 

 But – what kind of a master is this?  As the scripture says, “he reaps where 

he did not sow, and gather where he did not gather….”  In other words, a thief?  

Or at least, someone who did not himself put forth the kind of investment he now 

expects from his slaves……… 

 And – what kind of practices does the master expect?  Investing for return 

of interest was against Jewish law back then, and the people hearing this parable 



knew this…….it would have likely been confusing to those listening to think Jesus 

was praising an illegal or at least unethical practice…. 

 And what about the exorbitant amount of money here?  A talent was a huge 

amount of money back then – today we’d read the text more like “the first 

servant was given ten million dollars, the second five million dollars, and the third 

one million dollars.”  The transposition is not exact here, but the effect is 

reflective of the extremes represented by talking about “talents.”  

 And what are we to make of the extremely harsh treatment of the slave who 

did no investing, but instead protected his entrustment so as to guarantee no 

loss?  Did he really do something wrong?  Or, could it be that he recognized that 

the master was doing something illegal, something unethical, and refused to 

participate?  Could that last slave actually be acting heroically? 

 I’m getting a headache!  How about you?  My headache only grows as I try 

and try to think this thing through…..and here’s where my experience with 

assembling the crib comes into play.  What if this is not a parable about wise 

investment strategies, but about personal investment in both what is right and in 

what works?  What if this parable, spoken just before Jesus was to invest himself 

in the cross, was about the risk of investing in challenging ventures, where the 

outcome will continue to challenge us in life?  I believe we can see value in all 

three of the investment strategies of the servants if we associate their 

approaches in terms of not only what they risk, but why – and here, our faith has 

an answer:  we are to use what we are given to work the increase of the Kingdom 

of God.  But we are to use what we are given in a manner consistent with what is 

right, true, and worthy of that kingdom – for what we are given is only made 

valuable in how we put it to use. 

 

 


