
Meditation 1:  “All Means All” 

Scripture Lesson 1:  Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who 

had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the 

water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

Have you ever felt like a gentile?  Like one of those mentioned in this 

passage?   

I remember my first year on a little league baseball team; we went by 

colors back then, and I was on the orange team; we all wore bright orange caps.  

I remember being so excited to be on the orange team, even though it was my 

first year and most of the others had played for a year or two.  As that year 

progressed, I found out something about the newer players – they spent most 

of their time on the team bench.  In the entire season, I went up to bat twice 

that I recall; I played out in the field a few times, and usually in the least 

favorite position (right field), never once fielding a ball.  Even though we all 

wore the same orange cap, we didn’t all get to play the same amount of baseball.  

That year I did not feel like a part of the team. 

It’s not a good feeling, to feel left out.  There are many ways in which 

society promotes this disparity, this status of being left out, sometimes for 

obvious reasons, like a lesser-experienced baseball player not being skilled 

enough to help out the team; but sometimes there are less obvious, and perhaps 

even more insidious, ways in which people get left out.  These are the days 

where we are coming to grips with the amount and strength of prejudice 

present in our country, where people have been left out of progress and equity 

and opportunity because of the color of their skin, the gender identity they 

affirm, their economic status, or their cultural background.  Racism persists, on 

both an individual and systemic level; the illness of white supremacy is very 

real; our economic trends and policies tend to favor the wealthy and the 

corporate over the needy; in these and many other ways, too many are left out. 

We even find this in the very last place where such exclusion should exist. 

I remember sitting in a worship service in a big cathedral when I was in 

college; I had a friend who had invited me to come see what their worship 

service was like.  I remember the service wasn’t that much different from what 

I was used to – all of us singing hymns, reciting liturgy, hearing scripture read, 

listening to a sermon, some prayers……..but what I remember most was when I 



stood up to come forward for communion, and my friend getting this horrified 

look on her face when she saw me stand.  I asked her what was wrong, 

whereupon she whispered strongly, “You can’t take communion; you’re not 

catholic.”   I sat back down, feeling as if I was somehow lesser that those 

around me.  In that church, I felt left out. 

 This passage from Acts illustrates a world around the time of Jesus that 

hasn’t changed much, it seems.  It was a time when many felt left out.  Many 

were thought beyond the confines of acceptable people, in a religious sense.  It 

says in the passage that “44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with 

Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 

on the Gentiles.” 

“Even on the gentiles.”  Even on those who weren’t included in the 

covenanted people God identified in Abraham, Moses, and Jacob.  Even on those 

who were considered unworthy, unclean, unqualified in the Jewish law.  The holy 

spirit was given to all who were present, be they Jewish or gentile.  And we can 

hear Peter, seeing what was happening, that the spirit fell upon everyone 

present, all mixes of cultures and people and faiths and lack thereof – we can 

hear Peter acknowledging the intention of God to include everyone fully in his 

spiritual embrace.  In a sense, Peter was saying that ALL MEANS ALL with God. 

All are beings of sacred worth. 

All are precious in God’s sight. 

All are to be seen as God’s children. 

All are to be loved regardless of human variation. 

All are why Jesus came to the world. 

 

I am a Methodist because I believe that God desires that no one should be left 

out.  We have a slogan that says “Open Hearts.  Open minds.  Open doors.”  We 

recognize open communion.  We force no particular creed or doctrine; we are 

open to many ways of understanding and approaching God.  But this openness is 

often a statement more than an actuality, as is testified to by our continued 

struggles as a denomination.  And we see the challenges to the Christian faith, 

where exclusion has grown over political posturing and interfaith polarization, in 

our country and beyond; we can’t seem to include all who worship the God who 

includes all.  



Much work lay before us.  There is no religious system that includes 

everyone; indeed, there is no human system or business or institution that 

includes everyone.  But our faith reveals a God who insists on inclusion.  This is 

both the greatest challenge to our faith, as well as its greatest opportunity as 

we strive to follow Jesus – all means all to God; and all should mean all to us as 

well. 

 

 

Meditation 2:  “A Very Particular Love”  

Scripture Lesson 2:  John 15:9-17 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide 

in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 

my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 

 

 We all know that the word “love” can mean many things. 

 We can love potato chips, chocolate, and beer. 

 We can love cars, trucks, and motorcycles. 

 We can love sunsets and sunrises, birds singing and puppies playing. 

 We can love Mozart or Metallica, the Rolling Stones or Rachmaninoff. 

 We can love the things of this life, the tastes and styles and forms and 

experiences of the elements of creation. 

 But this is not the highest form of love there is. 

 We can love our friends, our companions who share common interests, 

experiences, and ideas. 

 We can love our family members, the ones who brought us into being, the 

ones we brought into the world, who help us to live. 

 We can love our life partners, our spouses, the individual that makes us 

somehow more complete, more grounded, more alive. 

 We can love ourselves with the right kind of love, appreciating the gift of 

our unique lives bestowed by our creator, sacred beings with immeasurable worth. 

 But this is still not the highest form of love there is. 

 There is a higher form of love which Jesus describes in this passage.  It is 

the love that makes all the other loves possible.  It is the love that is the source 



of all other forms of love, from the trite and conventional love of food and 

vehicles, to the loving intimacy between two people.  It is the love between God 

and us.  It is a two-way street as all healthy love should be; it is relational and 

dynamic, seeking the best of both parties; but, as this passage points out, it has 

some very particular qualities that make it stand out, as well as endure. 

 

This love is obedient to God’s will. 

This love is joy-filled. 

This love is sacrificial. 

This love is intentional. 

This love is strategic. 

This love moves us into an enlightened state of being. 

This love is productive. 

This love is enduring. 

This love is responsive. 

This is the love that describes God’s nature, and it is a very particular love in 

other ways as well – it is a love meant for all, prioritizing those who need it most – 

the vulnerable, the lost, the forsaken, the suffering, the empty, the abused, the 

victims, the sick, the injured, the ones who do not fit, the neglected, the self-

tortured, the depressed, the mournful, the depressed, the isolated, the ones who 

have been made to think they are lesser than anyone else.  It is not only a love 

meant for all – it is a love which can be shared from all, a manner of living that can 

be learned, grown, understood, embraced, and employed by anyone willing to let 

God lead their lives.  Above all – it is a love meant for application, meant for 

utilization, meant for life in the here and now. 

 

Meadowlark represents a significant effort towards this kind of love. 

 

 


