
May 23, 2021  Meditation:  “The Superpower Called Invisibility” 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Romans 8:22-27 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we 

hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 

 In this day of Marvel Comics, the Avengers, and the Fantastic Four, and a 

whole host of movies following Spider Man, the Black Panther, Captain America, 

Wonder Woman, Thor, and so many other cinema delights, it is obvious that 

humans are fascinated by the concept of superpowers.  X-ray vision, mind-reading, 

the ability to fly, a bullet-proof body, being able to control metal, a super-flexible 

body that can squeeze under doorways, excessive strength……there are so many 

varieties of superpowers, it begs a question:  If you could magically receive a 

superpower, what would you choose? 

 My list would include:   

1. Pastor prescience, where I would embody the superpower of knowing what 

was going to happen before it happened, and thus could plan out a perfect 

course for the church going forward; 

2. Motorcycle mastery, where I would embody the superpower of knowing all 

there is to know about my motorcycles – especially how to make them work 

(yes, I have two motorcycles that are not running). 

3. Wisdom wordification, where I would embody the superpower of coming up 

with the perfect words of insight and gravity to fit any situation, from 

sermons to counseling to phone calls, able to impress lives with a single 

phrase. 

4. Pastor Pen promptness, where I would embody the superpower of being able 

to consistently get my pastor’s pen to Genevieve in the office (No, I don’t 

think I’ve gotten a single pastor’s pen in on time over seven years!). 

What do you think of my desired superpowers?  Not much, eh?  Too specific?  Too 

outrageous?  Too silly?  What about a superpower you would choose?   

In this scripture lesson from Romans, Paul presents one of the main 

superpowers God champions, although it is not often thought of as a superpower.  

It is the superpower of invisibility.  Paul says “24For in hope we were saved. Now 



hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for 

what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

 Our God does his best work in the realm of the invisible.  Invisible to the 

eye; invisible also to the understanding.  At least in the manners and ways we 

humans are most accustomed to sensing our world.  For most of us, if not all of us, 

we do not see an apparitional divinity, we do not hear an audible voice, we do not 

receive a spatial experience of a spirit in directly accessible form.  What we are 

given, though, is much more significant and enduring – what we are given is a God 

who is not limited to our experiences in this physical world.  

 Think about it – some of the most powerful, important aspects of our world 

are invisible.  

 

You can’t see the wind.  You can see what it does, how it moves things, what 

it carries like particles of dust or debris, leaves and such, but you can’t see the 

wind.  Yet it is one of the most important forces on earth, stirring up the 

atmosphere so that environmental cycles can occur. 

You can’t see the lime and calcium that hardens Missoula’s water.  At least, 

not in the water itself; but it’s there, known by the telltale signs of water stains, 

appliance buildup, and, for the discerning palate, a particular taste. 

You can’t see the root of a living plant.  I suppose you could dig it up, but it 

would no longer be living, for that which is hidden makes the life possible.  (Now, 

don’t get me started on hydroponics!) 

You can’t see the center of the earth.  There is no drill, no spectrometer, no 

lens, no xray that is powerful enough or sensitive enough to show us what the 

center of the earth looks like.  But everything we experience as physical beings 

depends on that center. 

You can’t see a particular virus that I’m not going to name; it’s in the air, 

spread from person to person, and is responsible for a global pandemic that, after 

a year, is still not over.  

Some of the most significant things in life are invisible.  Things that affect our 

daily lives, but very often things we don’t notice, don’t appreciate, or don’t 

acknowledge.  Yet they shape who we are in our physical reality. 

 But these are not the most significant invisible things.  

You can’t see an idea.  You can see what an Idea brings about, or how it 

guides life, or what it helps to explain, but the idea itself, the thought, is not 

visible. 



You can’t see a feeling.  An emotion certainly has outward effects – red face 

anger, tears rooted in sadness, furrowed brow from confusion or concern, a smile 

introduced by love – but the actual sentiment, the thing that is going on inside the 

heart, is something the eyes cannot discern. 

You can’t see thought, the contemplation of the mind, mulling over truth and 

falsehood, determining what is important and what is trivial; thought can be 

expressed in words, but not seen; and though what thought leads to is often 

visible, many times it is not – and the thought itself has no discernable form. 

And – stay with me now -- You can’t see love, what it is inside the heart, how 

it moves the thought processes, giving rise to motivations and emphases and 

focus.  While the effects of love are some of the most observable things on 

earth, from paper hearts to Public Displays of Affection (PDA’s) like holding 

hands or embraces, to acts of generosity feeding the hungry and sheltering the 

homeless – the actual love that motivates such outward behaviors is invisibly 

inward. 

I would put it to you that life as we know it would be not so much impossible 

but without meaning and value if such invisible things were absent.  The things 

that are not seen give significance to the things that are seen. 

Paul’s point is clear, and so very true – our hope rests in what cannot be seen.  

But because it cannot be seen, it is not confined by our sight; the Spirit of God, 

which brings to the world the hope of the world, is not something affected by our 

limited understanding, but addresses that limited understanding by providing what 

we cannot figure out ourselves.  Paul puts it this way:  “the Spirit intercedes with 

sighs too deep for words; and God, who searches the heart, knows what is the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for our sake.”   

I can think of no greater summation of this truth that the words of Antoine 

de Saint-Exupery, in his masterpiece, The little prince:  “It is only with the heart 

that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.”  ― Antoine de 

Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prince 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2180358

