
November 1, 2020 

Meditation 1:  “A Particular Resemblance”  Scripture Lesson 1:  I John 3:1-3 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 

him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 I had a small conversation with a stranger at the grocery store this past 

week; we spoke through our masks as we waited in line.  Our conversation went like 

this: 

“Oh man, things are crazy!” she said. 

“Yes, things are pretty strange” said I 

“I just don’t know about it all,” she said. 

“It’s hard to know what to think,” I said. 

“I pretty much think it’s all gonna be a big mess,” she said. 

“Yes, it could get pretty dark,” I said, “But I also know there’s a lot of good out 

there; a lot of people who want things to get better.” 

“Oh, I don’t know,” she said, “I just try not to think about it all.” 

 It’s tempting, isn’t it?  To try to just not think about it all; to give up; to say 

it’s all such a mess, between partisanship and protests and tweets and newscasts 

and ugly words and ominous political advertisements spelling doom if we elect the 

wrong candidate and bliss if we elect the right candidate………I’m tired of this 

election season; how about you? 

 Tired, but not at all ready to give up.  Because I know who I am.  And I think 

you do, too. 

 I know who I am.  No, not that I am a democrat or republican.  Not that I am 

pro-this or pro-that.  Not that I am for or against this policy or that law.  I am 

not ready to give up because I know who I am as a child of God.  I am not only a 

believer in Jesus, but a follower of Jesus.  And this keeps my identity steady as I 

navigate a weary world. 

 That’s what the scripture lesson from I John is trying to speak to us today – 

that in the throes of this crazy world, as it turns from darkness to darkness, as it 

twists and turns due to the depravity of humanity and the low points of our 



existence – our greatest steadiness is to be found in our identity as people of 

faith. 

 Our scripture lesson puts it this way:  “2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 

revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this 

hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.” 

 This may sound pretty intangible when we try to weave this understanding 

into our present reality, but if we consider that we really don’t have any idea of 

what this week will look like, just like we never really know what tomorrow will 

bring, we are in a parallel experience with the author.  There is always an election 

looming, or a pandemic spreading, or a violent war threatening, or an economic 

upheaval pending, or a global catastrophe exploding – and though it is absolutely 

essential that we do all that we can to move things towards what is good and right 

and true by God’s standards, IF WE ENTRUST OUR INNER PEACE TO THE 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE WORLD’S PROBLEMS, WE WILL GO SPIRITUALLY 

INSANE.  And it is precisely when things are not going the way we think they 

ought to go, the way we think God wants them to go, that we so desperately need 

the stability of an inner peace that can face the storm. 

 That inner peace is given in our identity as children of God.  This does not 

provide quick and easy answers to the world’s problems, nor does it work magic of 

transformation overnight.   But it does provide two things that are the only things 

that retain hope for our world.  Our identity as Christians, as Christ-followers, 

gives us vision and endurance – the vision of a world more in line with Christ’s love, 

and the endurance that comes when our efforts combine with God’s. 

 We need the steadying power of our identity in Christ to keep us on the 

right track and moving at the right pace.  We need to remember who we are, and 

more importantly, whose we are, if we are to move into the future God intends for 

us all.  We need to trust in that identity as Children of God, relying on our 

inheritance as bringers of hope, workers for justice, practitioners of grace, and 

specialists in unconditional love.  These are the groundings that will keep us from 

ever giving up – and constantly moving towards what God intends this world to 

become. 

 

 



Meditation 2:  “The Things That Are Always Within Reach” 

Scripture Lesson 2:  Matthew 22:34-46 
34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to 

him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is 

the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What do you think of the 

Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by 

the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under 

your feet”’? 45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an answer, nor 

from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 

 Did you know that the official Montana Driver’s License Manual is 92 pages 

long, with an average of 19 rules per page, which means there are 19 x 92 = 1748 

rules associated with driving in our state?  Do you know all those rules?  Or do we 

drive without knowing everything in that book? 

 Did you know that, for the human body to function within healthy 

parameters, the human diet must provide nine essential amino acids, three 

essential fatty acids, eighteen inorganic ions, twelve vitamins, plus numerous 

imports for calories and fiber on a daily basis?  That is, a least 42 different 

dietary components daily?  Or do we simply eat a diverse diet? 

 Did you know that the maximum number of moves in a chess game is 11797 

plies, or 5898 and a half moves?  How many of those possible 5898 and a half 

moves does the average chess player know?  Or do we just learn the basics and 

enjoy the game? 

 Did you know that there are 2038 commands used by the word processor I 

employed to write this sermon for today?  How many of those commands do you 

think I keep in my mind, or even know about?  Or do I just turn on the computer, 

use a few familiar commands, and begin to type? 

 Did you know there are 100 trillion atoms in a single human cell?  And that 

this means there are 7 octillian atoms in the human body?  Are any of us aware of 

any of those 7 octillian atoms in our bodies?  Or do we just eat, sleep, work, play, 

and generally live without thinking too much about such things? 

 Almost everything we can think of that has to do with life has incredible 

complexity underneath, from the cars we drive, food we eat, the games we play, 

the technology we use, or the bodies we inhabit.  If we need to fully understand 

the complexity of such things in order to function, it is pretty clear that we are 

automatically beyond hope.   



 But the fact is we don’t need to consider all the complex variables behind 

reality in order to live in that reality; we only need to focus on the ones that are 

most important – how to drive a car safely, what foods to eat and avoid, what 

moves are competitive in chess…….  It is the reduction of life to its most 

important factors that makes life livable. 

 Take, for instance, the biggest question of life we can think of – namely, 

why?  Why are we alive?  What is the meaning of this existence?  How do we 

process all the components of life, its history and evolution and transformation, 

its dramatic moments, the cataclysms and revolutions and natural phenomena, its 

moments of joy and horror, of achievement and loss, not to mention the 

complexity of the human subject itself, with its particular mental, spiritual, 

emotional, physical, psychological, subconscious, stylistic, preferential, and 

predispositional components unique to each person?  It’s overwhelming, 

intimidating, confusing, and disorienting – life is so complex, how can we possibly 

know what it’s all about?  It all seems so out of reach sometimes. 

 And then, we hear from Jesus a ridiculous, fantastic, destabilizing message 

that gives us an answer – as simple as it is challenging, as direct as it is difficult.  

When Jesus is asked by the lawyer, “which commandment in the law is the 

greatest?” 37Jesus said words we’ve probably heard many times before – he said, 

“’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second 

is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” 

 Why are we alive?  What’s the meaning of existence?  What makes it all 

work?  What do we need to know in order to make the most out of life?  LOVE 

GOD AND LOVE EACH OTHER.  Period. 

 You don’t have to understand how it works exactly. 

 You don’t have to know all the details. 

 You don’t have to be profound or deep or wise beyond where you are. 

 You don’t have to be skilled or capable or practiced more than you are. 

 You only need to be willing – willing to let love lead.  With God.  With others.  

With yourself.  It is our willingness to let love lead that lets life live. 

 

 I think God has made it pretty simple, even if simple does not in any way 

mean easy.  To love God, love each other.  To make life work, love each other.  

To get the most out of life, love each other.  To make this world more of what 



it should be, love each other.  Simple, not easy – but something each one of us 

has the capacity to do just as we are, wherever we find ourselves, with the 

people we already have in our lives and the ones who will be introduced to us 

tomorrow and down the road, in small ways and big ways – we can always choose 

to love those around us.  And this is how it is possible – and really the only way – 

for each of us to love God. 

 

 


